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further at the moment, the Chief Secretary
having informed me that a special bus
license can be granted and that the substi-
tute bus can be used on other routes. Since
the tea adjournment the proprietor has in-
formed me that he does not desire to use
a second bus, but merely wants the priv-
ilege of using a substitute bus to maintain
the service while his own wvehicle is laid
up for repairs. T shall deal further with
the matter on recommittal.

Clause, as amended, put and passed.
Clauses 37, 38, 39—agreed to.
Progress reported.

BILL—INSPECTION OF SCAFTOLDING
ACT AMENDMENT.

Message from the Assembly received and
read nofifving that it had agreed to the
Council’s amendment.

House adjowrned at 8.54 p.m.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTION—INDUSTRIES  ASSIST-

ANCE.
Mr. TEESDALE asked the Premier: Is i
his intention to lay on the Table of the
Hougze a list of the firms and industries re-

1581

presented that have received financial and
other assistance through the medium of the
Couneil of Industrial Development during
the past two years?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS (for the
Premier} replied : Tt is considered not
advisable to publish mames of frms as
requested, but if urgently needed the in-
formation should Dbe moved for in the
usnal way.

QUESTION—WORKERS' HOMES,
NARROGIN.

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON asked the Pre-
mier; 1, Are the Government aware that the
whole of the owners of leasehold workers’
homes at Narrogin signed a petition asking
that they should he given the same right
to convert their leases to freehold, which
has already heen given to holders of lease-
hold town lots under the Land Aect.? 2, Is
it the intention of the Government to give
effect to the prayer of this petition duoring
the current session? 3, If not, why not?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS (for the
Premier) replied: 1, Yes, in March, 1922,
the petitioners being informed the Act did
nof permit compliance with the request,
since when the guestion has nof been under
the consideration of the Government. 2 and
3, Answered by No. 1.

QUESTION—MAIN ROADS CON-
TRACTS.

Insurance of Employees.

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON asked the Minis-
ter for Works: Is it a faet that in all con-
tracts between the Main Roads Board and
Distriet Road Boards in connection with
grants under the Federal and State Aids
Scheme, a condition s inserted that all men
employed must be insured by the local gov-
erning bedy with the State Insurance Office?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS replied:
Yes.

QUESTION—SOUTHERN CROSE
LANDS, SURVEYOR'S REPORT.
Mr. CHESSON (for Mr. Corboy) asked
the Minister for Lands: Is it his intention
to lay on the Table the report of Snrveyor
Y.efroy on 1and south of Southern Cross?
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The MINISTER FOR LANDS replied:
I have not yet seen the report referred fo.

BILLS (2)—REPORT.
1, Timber Industry Regulation.

2, Shearers’ Accommodation Aet Amend-
ment,

Adopted.

BILL—INSPECTION OF SCAFFOLDING
ACT AMENDMENT.

Council's Amendment.

Amendment made by the Council now con-
gidered.

In. Committee.

Mr. Panton in the Chair; the Minister for
Works in charge of the Bill,

Clause 3, Subclause 2—Delete in lines 4
and 5 the words “hy suabstituting fur the
word ‘workmen’ in line 3 the words ‘any
person’ ”': .

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
proposal in the Bill was fo alter the term
“workmen” to “any person,” but the Coun-
¢il has disaliowed that amendment and de-
sires to retain the term “workmen.” Per-
sonally I do not think it matters very muen
because, after all, it is the protection of the
workmen that is aimed at. The fact remains
that others, such as architects, inspeetors,
supervisors, and even contractors themselves
may use scafTolding and something may hap-
pen to them. Should there be sueh an ocenr-
rence, the Rill will not cover them. The
Legislative Council has shown more concern
for the workmen than for others in this in-
stance.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: YWhy did von
desire to alter the clause?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Becanse
others besides the workmen might use the
seaffolding and it was to bring them within
the scope of the Bill that the amendment
was sought.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: For any pur-
pose at all?

The MINISTER FOR WOREKS: Yes, so
long as the persons were there on business.
I do not propese to press the amendment
emhodied in the Bill, and will take what 1
ean get. I move—

That the amendment be agreed to.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Question put and passed; the Council’s
amendment agreed to.

Resolution reported, the report adopted,
and a message accordingly returned to the
Counncil.

BILL—-RESERVES (No. 2).
Second Reading.
Debate resumed from 1l4th Ocinber.

HON. SIR JAMES MITCHELL (Nor-
tham) {4.40]: It is refreshing to find a golf
elub receiving encouragement from the
{iovernment. Several times we have dis-
cussed questious of this deseription in the
past, but always any snggestion of seiting
aside land for golf ¢lub purposes met with
strenucus opposition on the part of mem-
bers now silting on the Government side of
the House. I am glad that the Minister
for Londs has at last seen the light and
decided to join with us in encouraging
people who indulge in sport., I have no
objection to raise to that or any other pro-
posal in the Bill. T notice, however, that
the Marble Bar Road Board is to be given
the right to lease the local common for
pastoral purposes over a term not exceed-’
g 21 years. The Minister will need to he
very careful about the conditions of the
Iease, because one never knows when such
reserves may be needed. Usually such
leases are made subject to termination at
comparatively short notice. The Minister
does not set aut in the elause what the con-
ditions are to be, but the rents and condi-
tions have te he approved by the Governor.
I hope the Minister will insert a clause in
the lease that will make it possible for the
(Government to cancel it either in respeet
of the whole or any portion of the common
that may be needed. Just now there are
indications of mining developments in the
district and these may resunlt in consider-
able activities there,

The Alinister for Lands: Motors are used
now,

Hon, &ir JAMES MITCHELL: Yes, to a
large extent, but it may be that we shall
wifness a reversion to the use of horses and
eamels for transport work in a distriet such
as Marble Bar, T do not desire to raise
the ire of ihe Minister at suech an early
stage of the sitting, but wish merely to
sugoest that reasonable conditions shall
apply to a lease of land extending over 21
vears in the ecirenmstances proposed. If
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he will do that, 1 will allow the BH to go
through. I have no intention of opposing
the werond readine.

ME. LAMOND (Pilbaya) [443]: I am
pleased that the Minister has introdueed
the Bill, particularly in so far as it applies
to the Marble Bar distriet. Some time ago
the Marble Bar Road Board, the members
of which have asked for this legislation to
e introduced. borrowed meney to fenre
the common and to enuip two wells with
windmills, troughs, and so on. With the
advent of motor transport the teams have
been driven off the road. With the de-
parture of the camel, horse and donkey
teames, litile or no revenue has heen received
in connection with the common and the
interest hill on the money bhorrowed has
increased to the extent of about £63 a vear.
Hence the desive of the baavd {o secure
permiszion to lease the common. T do noi
foresee any danger in the divection sono-
cested by the Leader of the Opposition in
the event of teams being uwsed awain. Six
miles from the common is a helfer reserve
known as the Moolyella Common. Men
prospecting about the Bar uswally took
their horses to Meolyella becanze it was a
much better common. While that reserve
is retained, there is no great need ta keep
the Marble Bar reserve as a common.

Question put and passed,
Rili read a second time,

In Committee.

Ar. Panton in the Chair:” the Mintstor
for Lands in charge of the Bill.

Clazes 1 to 3—agreed to.
Clause 4—Reserve 2906 Marble Bar:

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: T think
the right should be miven fo lease the re-
serve or any part of i1t. Tt surrounds the
Marble Bar towunship and as the clanse
siands it wounld be necessarv to lease the
whole of the veserve. T move an amend-
meni—

That after ‘“common,” in line two, the words
“or part thereof’’ be inserted.

The MINISTER FOR LAXDS: The
memher for the district has clearly ex-
plained the position. The chairman of the
road board waited on me. A fair sum of
money was horrowed to provide water, and
1z the common is not being nsed far stork,
there is uo revenne. The fact of fhere heing

{373

1563

another reserve nei far away will obviate
any hardship. The amendment will im-
prove the clanse.

Amendment pul and passed: the clause
az amended, agreed io.

Title—agreed to.

Bill reported with an amen twent.

BILL—ROADS CLOSURE.
Second Reading.
Debate vesmned from tie 14th OQctober.

HON. SIR JAMES MITOHELL (Nor-
tham) {4.51]: | have no ohjection to offer
o the BiH. L was not awnre that the small
reserves faeing the Albauv foreshore formed
part of the yoad. 1t is a wood idea to set
them aside permunently as reserves.  Albany
is a very beautiful town and Lhis pieece of
land has added to the beauty of the town
and the comfort of the people. I take it
the Minister has inquired closely into the
question of closirg the gtivr roads. It is
neeessary that close inguiry be made; other-
wise we may do an injustice. The oflicials
of the Lands Department are usually cx-
ceeding!y carveful, an'l the Minister himself
rives great atlention to detail

The Yimister lor Lands: XNo objeeton
has been lodeed.
Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Lt it

does not follow that no olijsction ecould be
ot should be lodged. People have an un-
fortunate habit of frusting the Minister to
see fhat the propesitions he makes are
eorrect. | remember introducing a Hoads
Closure Bill and the hon. member had it 1e-
printed to provil: for the clesing of another
road withouf my knowing it. My Bill pro-
vided for the elosure of three roads and {he
hon. member’s Tl stipulared four,

The Minister for Lands- You told me to
et 1l done.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: No, it
was dome without my knoxledge. There is
a road in the Gosnelis disirict that wight
well be closed, and hod I thought of it in
time, I might have eof it inecluded in this
Bili.

HON. G. TAYLOR (M. DMargaret)
[4.53): Thi= Bill deals whelly with the
closing of roads in memicipalities and the
Ainister has indieated tha! fhe officers have
made the neeessary survevs and investfigated
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the cireunstances and that there is no op-
position.
Hon. Sir James 3itehell: The Minister
has the consent of the local anthorities.
Hon. G. TAYLOR: Consequently we
cannot de wrong in passing the Bill.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a sccond time.

In Commitiee.

Mr. Panton in the Chair; the Minister
for Lands in eharge of the Bill.

Clauses 1 to -+—ayureed to.
New clause:
The MINISTER FOR LANDS: 1 move—

That the following be inserted@ to stand a3
Clause 5:— ‘Al rights of way over a strip of
land in the munjcipal districi of North Fre-
mantle, 25 links wide, bounded on the north
by Lote 5 and 12 of North Fremantle Lot
P105 (as shown on Land Titles Office Plan
2098), on the east by Thompson-road, and on
the west by Victoria Avenue, shall cease from
the passing of this Act, to the intent that the
way may be closed.

Hon. Sir James Mitebell: Have the ¢oun-
ci) agreed to it%

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Yes.
There is an area of X4 or 3 acres of Gov-
ernment land, and inquiries have been made
to seeure it for a factory site. The whole
of it is required for thai purpose. It will be
possible to eonneet it with the railway siding
runming to the Mt Tgell works. The land
is to be submilted to public auetion, but [
am advised thal jt is neeessary to close the
right-of-way hefore the land is offered for
sale. There is no ohjection to the closure and
the Government might just as well have the
proeeeds from the land.

New clanse put and passed.
Schedule, Title-—agreed to.
Bill reported with an amendment.

BILL—LAND TAX AND INCOME TAX.
Returned from the Couneil without amend-
ment.

BILL—SPECIAL LEASE (ESPERANCE
PINE PLANTATION).

Second Reading.

THE MINISTER FOR LANDS (Iion,
W. C. Angwin——North-East Fremantle)
[5.0] in moving the second reading said:
Power is songzht to enable a lease of 45,000

[ASSEMBLY.]

acres of land along the Esperance railway ti
be granted to a company. All the particn
lars are deseribed in the schedule of the Bill
The land surreunds the Gibson townsite
This lease is desired for the afforestation o
softwoods. We are aware that numerouw
persons have been canvassing the State for
some time on this question. So far as .
can gather a fairly large sum of money i
leaving this State for investrnent in pini
plantations in the other States and New
Zealand. A request was made to the Gov
ernment asking that we shounld grant ar
area in this district to enable a company i«
be formed on somewhat similar lines to thos
that have been formed in the other State:
and New Zealand for the planting of pines
It has heen sugzested that the Bill shoul¢
not be confined to this one area, but tha
power should be given to the Minister ¢
exercise his discretion. 1 thought that was
inadvisable,

Hon. Sir Jamas Mitchell: I do not think
the House would agree to that.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I di
not think so either. It is necessary thai
members should have an opnortunity to dea
with each proposition that comes along
Considerable quantities of softwoods are
brought into Acustralia arnually. Westerr
Australia itself is a big importer of thr
class of timber. The importations of by
produets into the Commonwealth amountec
in 1923.24 to £736,159, and the softwood:
brought into Wastern Aunsiralia in 1924-2¢
were valned at £162,000. The Forests De.
partment are planting a fairly large area of
pines in varions parts of the State. If we
ean get private eapital to go into thi:
business as well, and utilise land that is ai
present lying idle and is unsuitable for anj
other purpose, it will assist us greatly ir
providing our own requirements of sofl-
woods. The Bill provides for the planting
of 500 acres for the first yesr, and 1.000
acres per annum thereafter.

Mr. Latham: I hardly think the company
will be able to keep to that.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Crown
grants will issue for arcas of 1,500 acres
when 1,000 acres are planted and satisfae
torily established, and considered to be sa
established by the Conservator of Forests
at the expiration of one year from the time
when planting is completed. It is estimated
that the timher reaches maturity in about
30 vears. The ohject is to have areas of
1,000 acres coming into maturity and ready
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for the market cach year theveafter. 1 was
rather surprised to find that it was neces-
sary to provide firebreaks and to allow for
other patehes of land that are unsuitable
for cultivation. This is the reason why
approximately 1,500 acres will be required
for the planting of 1,000 aeres of pine.
It is this pesition that bas led to the re-
quest for 45,000 acres. It is necessary fo
a plantation of this kind to bave numerous
firebreaks and other means that will pro-
vide for the safety of the trees. It is not
intended to depart from the original price
of the land as defined under the Land Act,
having regard to its agricultural eapabili-
ties, and survey fees must also be paid by
the lessee. The Land Act does nof give
power to lease such a large area to any one
person or company, Power in this diree-
tion is limited to 5,000 acres. It is impos-
sible to form a company of this kind on
5,000 acres only. Before the matter was
finalised by the Government it was referred
to the Surveyor General, the Conservator of
Forests and the Under Seeretary of Lands.
Their report on this question iz as fol-
lows:— ’

We have considered the proposal to establish
a pinc plantation on an area of approximatgly
50,000 acres surrounding the Gibson towmsite
on the Esperance Railway. The object of such
a large area is to allow for an annual plant-
ing of 1,000 acres over a period of 30 years,
which is, generally speaking, the time of ma-
turing, and thus provide 1,000 acres of pines
ready tor the market annually thereafter, and
for an additional area for firehreaks, ete. The
necessary capital will be obtained by the sale
of dehentures redeemable in 30 years, or such
time ag the timber world take to maturc. The
timber would be worth probably £250 to £300
per acre. The cost of planting and mainten-
ance would be about £16 per acre over the whole
period from planting to maturity. Pines arc
nstimated to go 108-200 tons to the acre at
maturity. (50,000 to 100,000 soper feet weigh-
ing 100-200 tons.) The classification of the
country is shown on the plan, page onc here-
under.” Tt is favourably situated so far as the
railway is concerned, and the rainfall is satis-
factory. The soil conditions are such as make
it unattractive for wheat growing. but it ap-
pears to be suitable for pines. Ta this respect,
however, We give no guarantee. If it iz de-
veloped as proposed the railway and port earn-
ings wil! be increased even before thu pines
mature, and thereafter the carnings wonld be
considerably augmented, and without appar-
ently any inereased expenditure by the Crown.
The shoriage of pine timber in the world’s
markets to-day makes such a propossl as now
submitted of great advantage to the State.
Under proper supervision and management the
supplies should be considerable, and the pro-
moter estimates an annual output after the first
ecrop matures of up to 200 tons per aere, or
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200,000 tous for each 1,000 acres after 25 to
30 years. The proposal would require epecial
legislation. Tbe price of the land could be fixed
on the same basis as usual, the company to pay
for necessary surveys, and the annual planting
to be considered as an improvement; Crown
grants to issue for such areas when paid for
and planted, and the usual conditions of re-
entry by the Crown if the conditions are not
substantially fulfilled. We see no objection,
in fact, the scheme iz one we think should be
encouraged. We therefore recommend favour-
able consideration, and that the land be tem-
porarily reserved for 12 months as requested.

This is signed by the officers to whom 1
have referred. 1t will be seen that we made
fall inquiries before introducing this Biil.
In various parts of the State there are mil-
lions of acres of this type of eountry. The
area involved in this Bill will, therefore,
very slightiy affect the tota! area of this ¢lass
of land that is available. The land is not
suitable for wheat growing although the
officers report that it might grow oats, bar-
ley or rye. The classification of the souu-
iry is, generally speaking, sandy soil over
ironstone and gravel, with a liitle paper
bark, wattle, blackboy and mailee scrub.
It has, therefore, not been considered suit-
able for subdivision,

Mr. E. B. Johnston: Is it suitable for
pines ?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Yes. It
is an area that has hung fire and has not
been songht after for ordinary farming.
Members will see the terms of the lease set
out in the schedule attached to the Rill.
They will also see that there is no intention
to depart from the usual conditional pur-
chase conditions. The Bill really means that
the Minister will be empowered to place
under conditional purehase an area of
45,000 acres of this class of land instead
of 5,000 acres. After the 1,000 acres are
planted and fenced, and such expenditure
kas been incurred as required under the
Land Act in the way of improvements be-
fore any Crown grant is miven, a Crowy
grant will he issued on carh lot of 1.00¢
acres, treated in that wax,

Hon. W, D. Johnszon: That will mean
that they will get their Crown grants 12
months after?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Tt wiil
mean that the whole of the expenditure re-
quired under the Land Aet has been ful-
filled instead of being made over the period
that is allowed.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: That is a depar-
ture.
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The MINISTER [FOR LANDS: Yes
There 13 alse provision in the schedunle that
if the eonditions are not complied with {he
Jand will be open to forfeiture to the Crown.
This is a new ventore in Western Ausbralia.
Sinee it has become known szeveral other
parlies have made inqguiries for similar lan.
in other parts of the State with a view to
embarking npon the same class of business.
When we have such larce arens ns these
lying idle, and there is no prospeet for
some time to eome of bringing them under
cultivation, and when the land is for the
most part unscitable fov ordinary cultivation
or farming, we should do what we can fo
encourage people to utilise it in the manner
proposed and so keep our money here
instead of sending it elsewhere to invest
The company has not yet been formed. The
Bill provides that it shall put up a deposit
of £500, which may he forfeited to the
Crown at the end of two years if the con-
ditions are not complied with. Tn the ense
of all these companies I think a deposit
should be put up. 1 know of instances
where Bills have been passed through Par-
liament granting leases to certain people,
and after all the expenditure has been in-
covred thev have not gone on with their
schemes, and the cost has been borne by the
State. If T had my way there would be
no more ¢f that sort of thing. This ecom-
pany had to put up £10 for the
preparation of the Bill and ancther
£100 before its introduction. There should
be some provision for the repayment to the
State of any oullay that is ineorred in con-
nection with proposals of this kind. [ com-
mend the Bill to lhe consideration of mem-
hers, believing as T do that it will assist us
in proviling our roftwood requirements as
well as in digposine of large areas of land
which are considered useless to-day. This
should be the means of keeping within the
State funds that are now sent outside for
ipvestment mpon such works as are pro-
posed in this Bill. I move—

That the Bill he now read a second time.

On motion by Fon. Sir James Mitchell,
dehate adjourned.

ANNUAL ESTIMATES, 1926-27.
In Committee of Supply.

Dehate resumed from the 14th Oectober
ont the Treasurer’s Financial Statement and
on the Annnal Fstimates; Mr. Lutey in the
Chair.

[ASSEMBLY.|

Vote: Legislative Couneil, £1,555:

MR. GRIFFITHS {Avon) [5.14]: Tt
would take up more time than is at my dis-
posul to discuss these Estimates in a fitting
manner, and to do them jusiice. Perhaps,
alzo, 1 should take longer than members
would desire. I did not speak on the Ad-
dress-in-reply, and I, therefore, intend to
speak upon several matters in the general
debate on the Estimates. 1 do not expect
to be longer than half an hour. I intend
not so much to enter into the details of the
Bstimates as to diseuss one aspeet of West-
ern  Australian  and  Australian  finunce,
namely, that of borrowing. We have heard
a good deal about what has been termed
“The mad borrowing policy of Australia.”
We as a State, however, have heen working
for sound finance, The Federal Government,
through Mr. Wickens, have defended their
position and have denjed that the Common-
wealth finances are, as suggested in certain
quarbers, unsound, Moreover the Federal
Prime Minister, speaking in TLondon re-
cently, laid special siress on the soundness
of Anstralia’s finanecial position as a whole.
Whether Australia as a whole is financing
soundly is perhaps a question. The Trea-
surer of this State now finds himself in a
better position than any Treasurer since the
war and for some vears eavlier. Recogni-
tion has been accorded to the finaneial dis-
ahilities of Western Australia by the Federal
Parliament, and that is satisfactory so far
as it goes. There was a nice little windfall
of £353,000 last vear, and this year there is
one of £212,000¢, making a total of £565,000,
which has come in very useful and has en-
abled the Government to reduce our income
taxation by one-third, The time was ripe
for such a redunetion in order to enable
people to invest monev here on somewhat
of a par with investors in the other States.
The Premier is devoting £200,000 to reduc-
tion of ineome tax, as T have stated, That
is the major part of this year's grant. From
Inst year's grant of {353,000, an amount of
£165,000 is heing devoted to the assistance
of the mining industrv. T hope that when
that amount is allocated, the Minister for
Mines will have an eve on that corner of my
electorate known as Westonia. At Westonia
there is known to he about half a millien of
gold wvalues belaw water level, awaiting
eapital and enterprise to render it availahle
for the henefit of the State. A sum of
£200,000 is to go towards the extinction of
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he unfunded deficit and of Treasury bonds
sseed for the purpose of funding the de-
eit. My Leader recently suggested that as
he primary industries had suffered owing
o Federal disabilities, some portion of the
rant might well be devoted to agrienltural
elief. Undoubtedly agriculture has a rlaim
s well as mining, and perhaps the more
tatesmanlike and more profitable course
could be to devote the £200,000 which is
eing applied in reduction of ineome iax,
ither wholly or partly to the assistance of
2e agricultural industry,

Hon. 8. W, Munsie: Will not the redue-
on of income tax assist the agriculturists
¥ a certain extenf?

Mr. GRIFFITHS: 1t will assist the Gov-
rnment and the agricnlinrists and the State
s a whole, including the mining industey.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: The other
200,000 should also be applied in redue-
nn of taxation.

My, GRIFFITHS: 1 have examined the
zures earefully, and I find there are five
etns which will help vs financially. First
lere is the main roads grant. Since 1923

total of £301,1%0 las been paid to

Testern Australia on account of that grant,
1l the total eoming to this State over a
eriod of 10 vears will he £3,840,000. It is
ne, however, that some of the money will
: taken hack from ns by the Federal petrol
1x,  Again, there is £10,612,388 of cheap
onev al 1 per cent. which is being lent us
+ assigt in the settlement of the South-West.
ur sinking fund is eetting on towards 11
illions sterling, the exaet fizures being
0,652,929, That sinking fund represents
wther excellent aspect of our finaneces,
wugh I do not know that either the pres-
it Treasurer or the previons one iz en-
‘led to eredit for it, the fund having heen
stituted, T understand, in 1899. With re-
ird to the goldfields water supply loan the
remier stated that this would be the first
ne in Australian historv that a State loan
wmated on the T.ondon market would
: wholly redeemed from sinking fund with-

the life of the Jloan. That is
most  satisfactory feature, due, pre-
imably, to the foresicht of the late

wd Faorrest. Neither the vrrevions Gov-
nment nor the present Government I=
sponsible for the eneral inerease in rev-
me and tradinz. Those are matters which
ive eome ahbout irrespective of Govern-
ents. thoveh T aive the Opnocition Teader
edit for his agrienltural poliey.
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My,
noliey
to-day.

Mr., GRIFFITHS: We wmust remember
that over half a million sterling has been
Landed back to ns by the Federal Govern-
ment. It 1s our own money, no doubt; but
still it has rendered possible the reduction
of the income tax by one-third and alzo the
application of funds to relieve the disabili-
ties of the mining industry. To me it is
deplorable to see how mining has gone
down. Gold is the finest thing we can ex-
nort to relieve our indebieduness overseas,
where n gold currency exists.  Moreover,
gold is the finest of immigration agents.
(iold has built up Western Anstralin. And
that is not a new thing; it is only a repeti-
tion of what has oecurred in many coun-
tries. As I mentioned in opening my ve-
marks, thiere has heen a great deal of taik
about “loan policy run mad.” The Com-
monwealth Statistictan recenily, in reply
to eriticisms embodied in a pamphlet on
Australian finanece whieh was issued by
Messrs. 8. R. Cook and E. H. Davenpeorl,
stated that tukineg into cornsideration the
debts of all sorts owed by Australia, they
would only amount to a mortgage -f
slightly over 20 per cent. of our rtotul
assets, exclusive of human capital. The
Commonwealth Stafistieian alse mentioned
that during the last four vears Australia’s
war debt has been reduced by 284 million
sterling, and thaf the remainder of the bt
inclndes eertain sums owing to the States
for properties transferred at Federation,
these properties having considerabhly ap-
preciated in value since then. Further. he
pointed out that much of the money hor-
rowed had been invested in revenuc-carning
assefs, sueh as telephones and other postsl
works, on which about 20 millions sterline
had been expended within the last four
vears. These undertakings, he said, weve
returning revenue suflicient to pay a con-
tribntion towards interest and sinking funel
which would redeem the debt during the
life of the assets. Aectually the net debt
of the Cowmmonwealth, the statistician
added. was less now than it was four

vears agn—approximately £5 per head nof
nanalation less than in 1922, But there is
another side to that report. The Common
wealth revence is derived practieally from
taxation of loans which eome into the coun-
trv. People have an idea that loans come
here in the form of money. As a matter
~f fart—and I shall prove this directly—-

Richardson: 1t i> the agricultural
that has cansed the progress of
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loans come in the shape of goods of various
descriptions; and the more goods coming
inty the country, the more Customs revenue
the Federal Government receive. Com-
pound interest is a fearful thing o con-
template. I recently read a statement made
by Mr, Smethurst, of Broken Hill, to the
effect that if Moses had borrowed a £
note from Plharaoh when the [srael-
ites were advised to borrew from their
Eeyptian neighhours of that time, B.C.
1491, the bill with compound interest at
914 per cent,, if presented te Solomon in all
his glory 500 yeuars later, would have bank-
rupted that monareh of fabulous wealth.
It is easy to repay 2 borrowed pound fo-
day; but if Moses had borrowed a single
pound from Pharaoh at compound interest,
even aft onlv 214 per cent., and if that debt
had accumulated until the present time, a
globe of solid gold as heavy as the earth
with the snn and all the plancts together
would not now suffice to repay that bor-
rowed £1. This is the attack that Mr. J.
Smethurst, of Broken Hill, made in an
address befure the soeial and statistical
geienee section of the Science Congress.
Speaking upon Anstralia’s external debt he
said—

At the end of June 1926, the overseas del?t

of Australin was roundly £500,000,000—of this
£156,000,000 is classed as Federal debt, and the
remainder, about £340,000,000, as State debt.
As the same people arc to all intepts and pur-
poses involved, there is not much oceagion to
separate them in a general survey of Awus-
tralin, excopt for the important.fact that the
Commonwealth debt is war debt, and the State
debts are peace debts. The State external debt
has, in round figures, doubled dvring the past
24 years. Thus af the present rate the ex-
ternal State debt is doubling at the rate gf
four times in a century—which means that in
a hundred years at this rate it would amount
to 16 times the present sum, or, £5,440,000,000.
The total State debt would at the present pace
double every 16 years, over 6 times in 100
years, thus making the total debt of the States
£5,000,000,000 in 50 years and over £38,000,-
000,000 in 100 years.
Of course it cannot reach such sums, but the
figures arc given just to show how impos-
sible it is thal the present rate of borrowing
can he continued. Mr. Smethurst eon-
tinued—

Even if borrowing additional money should
cease to-morrow, and new loané be placed
abroad for the payment of interest only, the
present external debt of the States (eICIudH’!g
the Commonwealth debt) wounld double six
times in 100 years at the rate of increase since
1916, which at 41% per cent. compound interest,
makes the total amount 64 times the £340.-
000,000 or, say, £20,000,000,000. Fver in 50
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years the external State debt alone will be
£2,270,000,000, if we horrow abroad for intercst
payments alone, There is no sign of thiz mod-
eration. Whether the loana a~ fleaind by the
Commonwealth or by th: Strtes separately
makes ne difference; the people of Australia are
cqually liable. Tf anyone thinks that 50 years
i3 a long time to look ahead, I will ask him to
remember, a8 plenty of active people can, that
50 years ago, when th-ory werz boys the policy
of horrowing was justified on the ground that
posterity would get the assets, all reproductive,
for which the loans were obtained, and that it
would be easy for posterity with the wealth
created by the national works paid for hy the
borrowings to repay the loans. We are the
posterity of those who borrowed 50 years ago,
and we have not repaid those loans, On the
contrary, we are borrowing and spending more
lavishly than ever, and we arc still saying that
posterity will be able to repay. The children
of the infant sons and daughters of this gen-
eration will be only middle aged 200 years
hence, and the figures already given would be
those to be faced by them if the crash did
not come sooner, as it obviously must. To astop
borrowing i very difficult. It iz more difficult
now than it twas 50 years ago, or 25 years
ago. It will become more and more difficult,
as involving more hardship, the longer we post
pone it. Not only is the total debt increasing
at the rate shown, but the amount of debt pes
head of the population is increasing even morc
rapidly, During the past 10 years, from 191¢
to 1925, the external State debt has increasec
by 50 per cent.—over 4% per cent. per annum
The population is increasing at the rate of ¢
per cent per annum. Both are inereasing a!
compound interest, so that by the time the
population has donbled twice and reached 24
millions, the debt per head will have doublec
four times, and will be 16 times the presen
sum. Thus there is no hope of eseape from th
inevitable erisis by the inerease of population
Thus the need for stopping 2ll new borrowing
even for inferest payments, is obvious. Th
difficulties in stopping are many. The first i
that a large portion of the population of Aus
tralia is fed, clothed, housed, and amused b
retaining in Australia that portien of tha2 walu
of the national products, which should pay in
terest on what we owe abroad; ond anothe
large portion of our people are fed, clothed
housed, and amused hy the things which com
to Australia represent our new loans. We he
licve sometimes that our loans ecome to us ir
the form of materinls for permanent and re
nroductive works. As a matter of faet, th
loans come in all forms cxeopt mouey—~fron
motor cars to motion pictures; from tinne
foods to champagne and cigars; and including
of course everything in metal from steel rail
to gold bangles, and in textiles and clothing
every sort of article from precious silks t
dungarees, from Artic furs to oilskina. Loan
that arrive in the form of food and clothing o
local products of food and clothing, are =on
verted by muscular energy into less movabl
or totally immovable assets which are les
perishahle than the food and clothing, or sub
sistence goords consumed in the course of tha
conversion, By atopping over:zeas borrowin)
we should reduce the annual wage fund b;
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the amount of the present annual loan influx
and interest bill: and that would play havoe
with our comforts and luxuries until we had
adjusted ourselves to the zltered conditions.
This recuction in imports would alter the fi-
nances of the Federnl Governmeat very greatly.
At present the loan influx gives a large Fed-
eral revenue in Customs duties. 1t is really
the loan influx which maintsins the Federal
revenue. A small proportion of the revenue
thus obtained is applied, it is true, to the re-
duction of war debt and to the sinking fund.
But the Customs revenue consists of duties on
goods, which are in reality loans, and the Ex-
eise (Juties consist largely of money which is
available for the sinking fund, merely because
it is not uwsed to pay interest on public debt.
Thus the revenue of the Uommonwealth con-
sists largely of the product of new loans. An-
other difficulty in the way of stopping our
London bhorrowing is that powerful interests
in England are strongly opposed to any lessen-
ing of our drawings from British lenders. The
so-called loans to Australia are really nothing
more than sales of goods on long credit, with
the understanding that the promiee to pay may
be renewed indefinitely. The railway and other
material, which represented the efirliest loans,
has never yet been paid for, Unless the so-
called horrowing is stopped, those goods never
will be, and never can be paid for.

The Minister for Railways: Are you op-
posed altogether to borrowing?

Mr. GRIFFITHS: T am reading a charge
brought against Australia as a whole. We
in this State, T am glad to say, have a glim-
mering of the meaning of sound finance.
The State ean tske eredit to itself for hav-
ing set an example to all Australia.

Mr. Hughes: Do rou think the world will
ever attempt te pay its debts?

Mr. GRIFFITHS: That brings us to the
gquestion “How ean we avoid the eatastrophe
which is as inevitahle as death?” The re-
port continues—

In the first place there iz one thing which
can be done from to-day on, without serious
disturbance. ‘That is to provide, in the case
of all future loans, whether internal or ex-
ternal, for new works, for conversions, for in-
terest payments, or otherwise, that cach such
loan shall be issued rtepayable as to both prin-
eipal and interest within a reasonably short
time, say 15 years at most for new money, by
half-vearly or yearly instalments. Sinking
funds are a delusion unless kept where the
debt lies—under the control of the creditor.
If the population of Australia increases at
even the present rate—considered far too slow
—in 100 years it will be 50,000,000, By that
time, assuming that the Commonwealth debt
is paid off to the last shilling (though it is
growing congtantly), the present State debts
would amount to £1,600 2 head, including the
hahics, even supposing that nme new loans were
floated except for renewals and interest. And
if the cxternal debt alone is considered, which
is not being reduwecd even by the Common-
wealth but is heing increased by new loans,
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and now stands at over £500,000000, the bur-
den of interest will be not less than £60 a
head in 100 years' time, even if the popula-
tion increases to 30 millions, which is very
doubtful The expectation that increase of
population will materially lighten the burden
of interest per head is altogether fallacious.
The only way to lighten the burden is to re-
duce or discharge the debt. When the great
Jewish law-giver declared the statute of limi-
tations, he knew the effect of interminably
accumnulating interest. The Commonwealth of
Australia is in a better position perhaps, teo
discharge cxternal debt than any other coun-
try in the world saddled with that incubus.
In the first place, we have our gold; the value
of our gold as an exstinguisher of cxternal
debt i, T feel sure, not realised. Tf we could
double our output of wool and wheat, we
should gain something, but not nearly double
the present exchange value; and if any other
country could produce 10 times as much wool
as Australia, the exchange value of our wool
as 4 means of paying for what we buy or awe
would diminish to vanishing point. But how
different is the case with gold! Gold is the
only thing that will pay debts in countries
with the gold standard. Past experience in
Australia shows that active gold mining is
the most effective immigration agency of
modern times, It is also a marvellous stimulus
to all other forms of industry. Everyone who
has studied our immigration policy sinee the
war must surely be heart sick at its deplor-
able failure and the awful cost of it. Tt has
only proved what most of us know—and what
some of us said. and wrote—before it was
started. So long as the credit of Auatralia is
good enough, just so long will politicians be
forced to borrow more and at higher rates of
interest, until the final collapse, unless we
take action while there ia still time, to estab-
lish an activity which will pay our debts, in
place of a spurious prosperity which is con-
stantly inereasing them,

I must apologizse to the Committee for all
this reading, bhut the.subject is so import-
ant as to be well worthy of attention. Aec-
tuaries and accountants have particularly
stressed this matter of our loan indebted-
ness, That is why | say it is =0 import-
ant and why I am inflicting this upon the
Committee. The report continues:—

There is one other special advantage Aus-
tralia possesses which mav be availed of as
a means of repaying the external debt. That
is the special quality of Austratian wool. The
reason our gold is so valuable is heeause it
cunnot be refused in settlement of debt. The
reason our wool! has a special value for debt
payment is that, though it could be refused,
it never will he (as far 2s man mav see), he-
cause to a great extent it is unique, and the
world wants it; and, as proved during the past
few vears, particularly, the world will par
very high prices in order to get it. The ex-
pansion of our deht is gradually bringing
about an inflation of wvalues in Australin,
whicl, if not checked, will in a subtle way,
push on down towards the abyss that engulfed
Germany, and to-day threatens France. The



1570

difference is that Germany (like Franee),
apart from war obligations, had no external
debt, so that by continued inflation, invelving
widespread internal ruin, but not the loss of
national assets, the internal debt was extin-
guished. But if Australia should default with
its externial debt, the holders could, by their
agents, gather the revenues of the Common-
wealth and the States, and the standards of
living would beeome just the lowest that would
prevent Australians fleeing from this country
to some other.

He sums up the position in these (hree
lines—

The reform suggested is, in a word, that
employment based on loans shall be trans-
ferred to production that will repay loans.
That is rather a doleful outleck so far as
Australia is coneerned. The opinion is given
by a prominent man, one who is looked up
to in the statistical world as being an au-
thority on matters such as this, and I pre-
sume he has reasoned it out on common
sense lines.

Ar. E. B. Johnston: Whe is he?

Mr. GRIFFITIIS ¢ My, Smethurst. 1f
I have been the mecans of causing members
vl this Mouse to seriously think over the
problem of our lean policy, 1 shall have
not done auy harm by reading out his long
sereed.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: We must spend
OoNr money wisely.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: That is whal the
writer suggested at the end of his article,
1 considered it wise to bring the matter for-
ward to-night, not =0 much with the idea
of locking upon things in a pessimistie way,
but 1 considered it would give us foorl
for thought and atlow us to see whether
evervthing is as bright and as vosy as we
think it is. Although there may be a cer-
tain amount of prosperity at the moment,
wr should mepare ourselves for the wise
expenditure of our funds and sce that monev
is not squandered, but that it is devoted
to works that will pay interest and sivking
fund.

The Minister for Lands: If we do thal,
there will be no more railways.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: That is what s
pointed out by the writer. In this House
there are 30 members, and after one has
been here for a few years he gets ihe iden
into his head that a lot of what he may have
to sav is {utile, that he i+ merely one
amongst 50, and that therefore he cannot
alter things very muoeh with ihe financial
heads who are eonduciing the affairs of the
Siate. [ contend, hewever, that so lony as
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a wise poliey is carried out, one can take
things as he finds them and permit the spirit
of luissez faire to enter into the positiown.
Then again, many members who have been
in this Chamber for some time form the
opinion that the subject of finance is too
big for them to grasp and that deters them
from speaking on it. But they need oniy
speank on common sense lines and their
rematks could be made to apply to the fin-
ances of the State just as they might he
divected towards the finances of a business
coneern.  In view of the faci that to-night
a party of members intend tn proceed to the
Merredin State farm, before 1 start upon
the little I have to say about agriculture
and our secondary industries, I sbould like
to nmake some reference to the subject of
irrigation.  Members of this House whe
liave been liere for some vears, are awarve
that on many oceasions I have bronght un-
der notiee a number of quesiions. Some
penple have looked upon those matters as
Fads. I do not iock upon them as such; 1
look upon them as questions that are of vita!
interest to the State. Amongst them is the
subjeet of irrigation, and 1 have wmade the
request that there should be some slight ex-
penditure in fhe direetion of experimenting
at the river Avon. There has been too little
attention paid to irrigation, and its possi-
bilities have not been recognised o the ex-
tent that should have been the case. In
ancient and modern times irrigation has
played a very important part. We know
the history of Egypt; and we know that to-
day in Mesopotamia big irrizgalion sebemes
are i progress for the growing of cotton
on land controlled by CGreat Britain. Irvi-
ration prevails in many couniries of tle
world where they have two seasons, wet
and dry, and in countries of an arid and
semi-arid character,  To stress the im-
partanee L attach to the guestion of
irrigation, I would siale that in Tndia
there are 50,000,000 acres nnder irrigatiore.
In the United States there are 10,000,000
acres; in Bgypt 6,250,000 acres; in Italy
4,700,000 acres; in Spain 2,800,000 acres,
and in France 400,000 acres. It is estimaicd
that over 200 millions of people are entively
dependent on irvigation. [n the older
countries of the world irrigation has heen
practised as far hack as history zives any
record, and in India and Chinn works ansl
channels exist which are known to he 1,50%
vears old.  In Eegypt irrigation was recos-
nised in the time of the Pharaohs. On
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the 26th XNovember, 1919, | spoke in
this House on the subject of irrigation by
suggesting the damming of the Avon River.
On that nceasion I made reference not only
to the Avon, but to the 17 surveys for
smaller schemes in the South-\West, We
have a lot of small rivers in this continent
that lend themselves admirably to schemes
of irrigation. The 17 survevs to which [
have just referred, eover 110 miles between
lunbury and Perth and if the schemes were
carvried out, they would serve 150,000 acres.
The rivers in question are: one at Serpen-
tine, two at Murray. two at Harvey, two al
Brunswick, three at Collie, two at Logue's
Brook, two at Bareillo, one at Samson’s,
one at Drakeshronk and one at Wokalup.
In Western Australia little Lias been done
in a large way with the exception ol the
ennstruetion of the Mundarine Weir, which.
in addition to its main use for the goldfietds,
provides water for a considerbale farming
area north and south of the pipe line where
it crosses the wheat Lelt, Some little time
ago a friend of mine came here on a seeond

visit from India and he was verv enthus—

iastie in regard to what had been done in
Tndia by way of irrigation. T gatherel
from him when he was speaking about the
development that had been brought about
in India through irrigation and water eon-
servation, that there had been constructed
great tanks along the river courses, that
hundreds of miles of embankments had been
built, that in Southern India preat rivers
had been impounded, and that tunnels had
been driven through mountains and water
conveyed to land that was previously drv,
and had never been used. We have a great
heritage in the North and XNortlm\Vest.
When I spoke upon this matter previously,
the member for Gasenyne (Mr. Angelo)
made a request to the Premier that we
should endeavour to obtain the services of
an officer from Tndia, an expert in irriga-
tion, to go through our North-West and
report upon the possibility of irrigation,
as fo how we might utilise the ennrmous
number of rivers we have there and from
which millions of tons of water are to-day
going to waste. Tn speaking of the North-
West, T do not wish anvone to suggest that
T should leave it alone.

AMr. Teesdale: You will not get that from
me.

Mr. GRIFFITHS : We
shounld be more interested in the North than
we actually are, and if a southern member

in the south
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begins fo display ap interest in the North,
no northern merther should warn him off,

Mr. Teesdale: 1t is 1he northern mem-
bers that ought io he warned off,

Mr. GRIFIUTHS: 1t is inferesting to
learn that 37 y2ars ago there were 300 miles
of railways in India and that the furnover
was 40 millions sierling per annum. To-day
there are well over 32,000 miles of railway,
fed by 37,000 miles of metalled roads, and
the turnover reanches the enormous figures
of 260 millions aier'ing per annum. All
this has been bronght about by irrigation
and water storase.  There is land of the
size of Great Piitain under rice, the area
heing 110,000 simare miles, There are
75,000 sopare miies under miilet and 33,000
square miles under wheat. These fignres
are so enormous that they should have some
effect upon us when we think about our
ereat territory i the Norlh. When I spenk
sbout irrigation, 1 think of the present
Minister for Lunds who =aid we have no
rivers. Certain v we have nothing on the
seale of the Murray, hut we have rivers in
the North which northern members tell us
are enormous. (it of entiosity I got hold
of Mr. Hobler's repurt on the North-West
and took from it a list of the rivers in thag
part of the State. Tlere are a few: Cham-
berlain, Vorrest, Drysdale, Carson, King
Fdward, Moran, Lewley, Roe, Prince Re-

gent, Charnlev. Caller, Lennard, Meda,
Fitzrox, De Grev, \Wooramel, Fortescue,

Ashburton, Mawmiva. Gaseoyne, Murchison,
Opd, Beln, Panion. Buflers Bow, Sandy
Bow, Big Bow, i=del], Dent um, Elvira, Fox,
Black Elvira, Hardme.

The Minizler for Londs: The {fascoyne
was for five veirs withoutr water.

Mr, GRIFFI®HS: In all we have 33
rivers in that part of the State. We in the
south eannor vealice what it eountry is.
A great many of us have not been over it.
1 sometimes think of the first oecasion on
which T eamme to this country. I walked
from Fsperance to Nerseman, carrying my
swag, That was in 1800 T considered it
o pretiy long walk, but when [ got & map
and ecompared the distance with the size of
the continent, T came to the conclusion that
the journey was a moere fleubite. Even now
when T think of that }eng walk I have no
diffieulty in visualising the enormous extent
of territory thai we have in the North.
Sinee that time 1 have travelled many thon-
sands of miles over the sreater portion of
what we eall the southern corner. 1 have
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seen much of the country, yef 1 have not
gone further nortl. than Muilewa and Ger-
aldton,  Althouzxh T have travelled such a
lot I bhave been over a sma'l portion only
of the State as a whnle. The faet that the
Muresk Agrieultural Cotlege is to he offici-
ally opened on the 29tk October makes the
present time opportune fer me to revert to
the question of the Avon River, and the
necessity for investigations being carried out
in connection with the salinity of that water-
way. I would like to again bring before the
notice of the Minister the advisability of
considering whether ¢r not sieps can be
taken to reclaim the Avon River. Many of
the pools are salty but they are in that con-
dition simply hecause of mwan’s folly. The
salinity of those nools is due to the whole-
sale eutting down of timber without regard
to watercourses, which Lave heen siripped of
every vestige of vegetable growth. In
country siuch as ours that is semi-arid, with
a hot summer, the rer:oval of vegetation has
caused the salt to come to the surface. I
do not want the member for York (Mr,
T.atham) to thiuk that T am trenching upon
his preserves.

Mr, Latham: If von eun make the Avon
River fresh, vou can keep on talking all
night.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: It was not the fertile
=0il onlv that first attracted the early settlers
to the Avon Vallev. Many went there and
took up land and some of the older settlers
have informed me that in those days the
water in the pools, wkile not sbsolutely as
potable as might have been desired, could
be boiled and used. It was the presence of
the waters of the Avon River as much as
the fertility of the soil that attracted the
early pioneers. The water in those pools is
now salty. This has been accentuated be-
canse of the faci that large quantities of
flood waters make their way during the
winter months into the lakes at County
Peak. 1 think the Minister had something
in mind regarding experiments to be under-
taken by means of flood gates to prevent
the overflow from the river entering the
lakes. That would have saved the upper
reaches of the river and if that alone were
achieved, it would be a wonderful thing.
After T have presented some facts and
figures to hon. members, I know they will
be inclined to agree with me. The Avon
River starts somewhere near Wickepin, at
an elevation of over 1,000 feet ahove sea
level. The river runs past Pingellr and
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Brookton and enters the Avon Valley at
Beverley. It passes on through York, Nor-
tham and Toodyvay, finally junctioning with
the Swan River in the vicinity of the Moor-
dine Hills, about 20 miles from Midland
Junction. It may be said, therefore, that
the Avon is about 120 miles long. That is
about the same length as the River Severn
in England. The Severn is the fargest river
there and to those of us who came from
the Old Country it seemed to be a very
large stream indeed. That river runs more
or less right through the vear and there
are no pools such as are to be found along
the course of the Avon River. When hon.
members realise that the water shed
drained by the Avon covers, roughly, 4,000
square miles, and that the river runs
through country where droughts are un-
known and where the rainfall ranges be-
tween 15 to 30 inches annually, the import-
anee of such a large stretch of country will
be apparent. More partienlarly will thig be
so when they recollect that the watershed
available in cohuection with the goldfields
water scheme in the Mundaring area covers
only 330 square wiles. I bave details of
the overflow at the weir at Northam, but I
will not weary the House with them, I
will content myself with stating that in
1917 when the rainfall was very heavy—
again this year the total rainfall must be
verv heavy—enough water went over the
weir at Northam to fill the Mundariag
reservoir 42 times over! The overflow com-
prised rain water only.

Hon, G. Taylor: In one year?

Mr. GRIFFITHS: Yes.

Mr. North: Is there an overflow every
year¥,

Mr., GRIFFITHS: Even in a bad year
there is a restricted overflow. Tn fact, even
then the overflow runs into several millions
of gallons, or enough to fill the Mundaring
Weir two or three times over. When we
come to consider the soil of the Avon
Valley, it must be recognised that we have
a class of country unsurpassed for fruit
erowing, with & climate that is most ad-
vantageous. It is similar in many respects
to the decomposed granite country on the
south coast of New South Wales, where the
finest and earliest erops of stone fruits.
pears and apples, are produced. As in that
part of New South Wales, irrigation is

- necessary in the Avon Valley to obtain the

best results. On the other hand, the Avon
Valley has the advantage in that we can
grow to perfection a larger variety of



[21 Ocroeer, 1926.]

fruits, including all eitrus types and vines.
Furthermore, the climate is eminently suii-
able for the drying of all types of fruits.
without the aid of artificial means. The
posgition, rtherefore. warranis a verv com-
plete investigation of all the natural re-
sources of the Avon distriet, including, of
eourse, an exhaustive investigation of the
Avon River waters to determine their
suitability for developmental purposes. I
will give hon. members some idea of what
has heen done in the Avon Valley. Many
of them .prubably had an apportunity or
seeing what has been done by Mr. A. J. H.
Watts as the result of his power schemes,
Mr. Watts has an orchard at Northam
where lie has been wrowing all classes of
deciduous and citrns trees, and vines very
successfully, His three-year-old mandarin
and oranme frees have carried two cases of
frutt per tree, while the five-vear-old trees
have returned as many as five and six cases
per tree. As I have indicated, Mr, Watts
iz the same gentleman whose enterprige
with tractors on the North Waeel eountry
is transforming sandplain country inio
smiling wheat fields. There have been
others who have experimented in their en-
deavours to use the river water in the
development of their holdings. [ ean guote
the instance of Mr. Craig at York who has
been suecessful in his irrigation operations,
in thie eourse of which he used water from
nne of the Avon River pools, and has
erown splendid erops of lucerne. At
Muresk, Mr. Cotton told me, some years
aro river water was used in eonnectiom
with an orchard, but the ftrees were killed.
That emphasisez the faet that somethinz
must be done to make the water more sunit-
aile before it can be umsed for irrigatiun
purposes. As I have already indicated, 1t
is in flood time that the waters of the Avon
River rush into the County Peak lakes. It
is there that I suggest the Minister should
carry out experiments and dam the waters
from entering the lakes. Already exper:.
ments have heen carried out aleng those
lines, seeing that farmers have used sand-
bags at the entrance to the lakes in ordar
to keep the flood waters hack. That has
boen possible when the overflow has not
heen tao heavy. s a result of their efforts,
it was found that the wafer in the pools
next vear was mach Ffresher than usual
The overflow from the river enters the
lakes where all the loose salt is eathered
op. When the river once more falls fo its
normal level, the salty water is hrough:
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down by the banked up waters that are
velvased and pollute the river just
when most harm can be done. That is
when the flood waters enme down in the
early part of the season. The result is
that the upper reaches of the river are
poliuted, with econsequent deleterious re-
sults. Mr. Bernard, who was at one time
Mavor of Northam, issued a pamphlet in
which he dealt with the reclaiming of the
river and the reduction of the saline con-
tents of the Avon River waters. In the
course of his pamphlel Mr. Bernard said :—-
Tt is now an nccepted fact that where the
York gum grows along the bank of a ercek,
the water is not salty, the gum trees ahsorhing
the salt in the seil. It may therefore be pos-
gible to improve the quality of the water by
the simple expedient of distributing plenty of
gums among the settlers for planting along
the c¢reeks, and this in itself would probably
improve the quality of the water considerably
within, say, 10 years.
I have already mentioned Mr. Craig and
his lucerne experiments at York. That
zentleman has also had splendid resnlts with
his couch grass experiments. The c¢ouch
was artificially planted and iz growing
splendidly in the bed of the river where il
is not covered in summer time. When T
was in  Northam, Tnspector Houlahan
notived that T was interested in _th»
salt  problem, both in connection with
the Avon River water and the Avon
Valley =0il. e took me to a paddock that
had been reclaimed. T had seen that pad-
dock previously when it was covered with
salt and magnesia.  Inspeeior Houlahan
planted three or four plants of “Old Man”
salt bush, that being the large variety. The
result was that these plants ate up the salt
and cleared the wagnesia out of the pad-
dock. That shows how feasible it is that
something may be done to overcome the salt
problem. T would commend this question to
the officials of the Forests Department, and
T trust thev will interest themeselves in the
problem. There were many orchards in the
Beverley distriet, but owing to the salt ris-
ing, the trees died out. This was because
all the veretation had been eut down, thus
enabling the salt to rise to the surface. As
an illustration of what happens, I would
mention the experience of Mr. F. E. 8. Will-
mott, who has an orchard at Bridgetown.
On one oceaston he had a re-tive horse that
hacked his eonvevance into a flooded gum.
Mr. Willmotl became annoved and ring-
barked the iree. as he had decided to et rid
of it. The trev did not die, as he did not do
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the joh eompletely. Prior to the ring-bark-
mg of the tree, the water in the well had
been absolutely fresh. After ringbarking
the tree. Mr. Willmott found that the water
in the well had hecome as salt as the sea.
Later on, however, the tree sprouted from
the bottom and after the new limbs had
grown up again, the water in the well re-
sumed ifs freshness. To-day the water there
is ag fresh as anx to he obtained in the
Bridgetown distriet.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 te 7.30 pan.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: 1t seems more
than  likely that should the vriver be
torned into a live stream, with a good
volume of water alwayvs present, the

proportion of salt and magnesium in the
water would beeomme so sinall as to be harm-
less, especially if this could be helped by
{a) An ocensional flushing of the river bed:
{b) If possible diverting some of the streams
that carry mueh salt inio the Avon; (&)
A persistent and eunsistent policy, in which
the Government and the settlers should co-
operale. of planting gum trees or other
suitable trees, ete., along the banks of the
various water eourses. T may mention paren-
thetically that the water on the eastern side
of it Mundaring eatehment area on one oc-
casion hecame so contaminated through the
earth =alt being washed from the banks, de-
naded of timber, that alarm was felt
lest  the source of supply  might  he-
come salt. Reforestation was under-
taken on the banks and, with fushing
through  the flood gates, the water
wax  resfored to its original sweetness.
Tonching the nature of the water, the data
available is so scanty and of such poor
quality as to make it useless and even worse
than uscless, Tt must be remembered that
the seitlers in this State, even the old set-
tlers, have been and most of them still are
in the pioneering stage. The Avon provided
good drinking water for their stock, and
that was all they required it to do for them.
It ix generally stated that the waler in the
Avon varies, that it is salty in some parts
and quite fresh in others. It seems that the
water throughout has a strong admixture of
salt and magnesiun. 1t must be remembered,
however, that the water is rainwater, and,
therefore, fresh, that it mathers its salt and
magnestum from the land it passes through.
angd the various creeks that pour into it.
Fven with the meagre details we have, we are
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able to say the salt runs as low as 33 grains
to the gallon and as high as 300 grains and
always at about the same places, namely,

Burees' Siding, on the Mortlock and
onre or two places about York. If 1
can direet the attention of the soil
and agrienltural chemists and anaylsts

nul only to this Avon River water prob-
lemy, but to the salt trouble on our lands,
T shall feel that my time has not been
wasted. The Forests Department are doing
splendid work, and 1 would direct their at-
tenfion to a suggestion for co-operation with
the settlers in a tree and suitable shrub
planting eampaign to arrvest the contamina-
tion and bring about the ultimate restora-
tion of the waters of the elassically named
Avon River (o thehr original state of
purity. Various remedies eould be bronght
to hgar upon the salt preblem. There are
chemical anfidotes and in the States of
America. for even the worst form ecalled
“Black Alkali” land plasters of gvpsum and
lime have proved suecessful. Salt has also
heen  eradicated Dby means of vegefable
growth, sueh as gums, native seruly and
shrubs, saltbush, lucerne, sorshum and beet.
The Leader of the Opposition, in speaking
on {he question of nsing the water for irri-
gation purposes, rather scouted the feasi-
bility of irvigation anywhere hevond the
ranges. At the Moree artesian irrigation
farm the mineralised salty water has been
snceesslully utilised by wise and careful eunl-
tivation of plants and vegetables suitable to
that particular country. In a pamphlet
pulblished in 1913, Mr, 0. L. Bernard, then
mayor of Northam, stated inter alia:—
The main question arises, could the Avon
River watercourse be $o improved as to be-
come a live water course flowing all through
the year? How is this to be donc? Without
anticipating the opinions of engineers and
others, who alone can give authoritative views
on such matters, it certainly does not scem to
the lay mind that there are any in‘su]).era.ble
difficulties in the way. There is a continuous
and gradual deeline in the country all along
the course of the stream, and whilst in some
parts the bed of the river is somewhat too
wide, in other parts for long distances the river
is naturally banked up on hoth sides. Alto-
gether there seems to be nothing against and
everything in favour of a system of locks ut
the various points found switable, with a big
reservoir at the highest point to provide what T
belicve is referred to as‘‘compensating water,”’
or water which will reach those parts where
the water backed up by the local loek will not
reach.
T faney T hear the Minister for Lands say,
“Now wou will want millions of money.”
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1 would therefore suggest:—1, That the
Government be asked to instruct, as soon
as possible, an  engineer or engincering
party to examine the course of the River
Avon, and to decide upon the bLest method for
preserving the water of the river, and sv ur-
range that it be torned into a live confinu-
ously flowing stream, if such he possible.” The
engineers to formulate n scheme and give oan
approximate idea as to the likely cost of the
undertuking in its entirety, and as to the likely
cost of each section, should it be found ad-
visable to do the work in sections. 2, That n
system of gaugings be at once established m
conneetion with the river. This, once started,
could be carried out by the loeal authorities
at, perhyps, hardy any cost te the Government.
3, Thut the work of analysing the water of
the river systematically and theroughlz at var-
ious depths at various places, and at various
tinws of the year by reliable men be inaugur-
ated as soon as possible.

Since that time gauginegs have heen taken of
the viver overflow and some valuable infor-
matior has been obtained. T have already
referred to the quantity that overflowed in
the hiz flond year of 1917. On the 23:d
November, 1920. Mr. E. A, Mann, thex
Mgrienitural  Chemist and  Government
Analyst, addressed the Minister throug:
the Under Secretary on the utilisation of
the Avon water thus:—

The guugings and tests of the water flowing
over from the Northam Weir have now heen
eomjleted For this year, and I forward here-
with threc tables showing:—(1) The weekly
gaugings of overflow and estimation of certain
ingredients therein. (2} A gruph in whieh the
overflow has been converted into acre-feet.
(3} A table showing a series of tests made of
Burges® Pool at Tipperary, hetween Speneer’s
Brook and York. The results are very inter-
esting, and it will be seen that during the
week ended 23rd August no less than thirty-
three thousand acre feet of water flowed over
the Northam weir, containing only thirty-one
graing per gallon of salt, The overflow dur-
ing this week is over nine thousand million
gallons, or approximately twice the capaenty
of the Mundaring weir. There seems to me
little doubt that, if this water supply were
coutrolled, such a huge volume of fresh water
could be utilised to advantageously change the
whole of the content of the Avon River. The
examination of the figures for the Tipperary
Pool shows that this pool seriously lags be-
hiri! the water in the Northam weir, since it
freshens mueh later, hecomes salt mueh earlier
anid never reaches the same degree of freshness
as the water flowing to waste over the weir.
This is to be cxpected, and must be largely
due to the condition of the river bed, which
effeetually prevents a proper freshening of the
stream during flood times, and thus the lower
depths of the river are at present forming
reserveirs of saling water which are detri-
mental. 1 am of opinion that if the river bed
was cleaned and snagged, these pools could all
be sluiced and left full of comparatively fresh
water u* the end of the wet season, The elfect
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of this couhl be greutly enhanced by the con-
struction of weirs at various points as already
suggested, through which bottem sluicing could
be conlucted to keep the river bed scoured.
The tables which I forwunl to you are very
interesting us constituting the first systematic
ecxaomination of the variations in salinity of
this water, and should, combined with cogin-
cering  duta, afford particulars  for uexact
mathematical . caleulations by which the pro-
posals to utilise the Avon River could he
critically examined. As the water has now
ceased Howing over the Northamm weir the fur-
ther tests cannot be made until the overllow
has begun next wet season, but I would
strongly urge that a similar reeord be con-
tinued from year to year during each winter.
[ beg to recommend that these data may be
forwarded to the Engineer-m-Chief for his ex-
amination,  As I understund that some ques-
tion haus been raised by the engineers of the
Water Snpply Department as to why I should
make suggestions in ¢onnection with this mat-
ter, which is looked upon as anm intrusion upon
their work, L woald like to make it perfectly
clear that 1 had no intention whatever of tres-
passing upon the domain of other oflicers. The
matter has eome before me in quite a legiti-
mate fashion from two sources:—In the frst
place, owing to the inquiry of the special com-
mittee appointed to report on the establish-
ment of an Agricultural College, of which 1
was a member, and in eonnection with which
it was necessary to aseertain (ata as to the
possibilities of irrigation in the Avon Valley.
In the second place, the same question has
arisen in coonnection with inquiries made by
Mr. Hampshire as to the possibility of dairy
developmend in that distriet.  As Agrieultural
Chemist it was nceessary for me to obtain cer-
tain facts, and as these facts appear to me of
value I am now forwarding them throngh you
with the desire that they max be of some value
to the engincering officers of the Public Works
Department in dealing with this sehems. As
1 understand that Parliaiment has recently
passed a resolution that inguiry should be leld
mto the utilisation of this water, these facts
may he particularly opportune at the present
time. (8gd.) E. A, MANN, Agricultural
Chemist and Government Analyst,

[ do not think it would =erve any wseful
purpose at this stave te put additional in-
formation belore members,

Ar. Yarshall: Not when you use the stafe-
ments of E. A, Mann.

Mr. GRIFFTTHS: He is an agrienltural
chomist and was (iovernment Analvst.  His
reports were telied upon as to the potash
and mineral content of the water. and his
investigations have proved to be eorrect.

A, Marzhall: He is Jike sngar and water.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: In view of the Muresk
Collere now saperatine, Mr, F. A, Mann's
repurt and a speech he made at Neortham
jnst alout the same time are donbly inter-
esting.  The Minister for Agricultnre, e
doubt, has alreadx been querving if it is
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possible to reclatin this Avon River back to
its original state of swectness, and I have
purposely revived this disecussion thinking
the time is ripe for so deing. Mr. Mann's
speech, as reported in the ‘‘Northam
Advertiser,’’ read—

Last year, when he had been travelling around
in connection with the establishment of an
agricultural eollege, one of the things to be
deeided wpon was a favourable area for the
growing of fodder crops, and he had been
greutly attracted by the flats on the banks of
the Avon River between Northam and York.
Experts from Perth had eome up, and they
were agreed upon their suitability. There was
one great difficulty, however, and that was the
yuestion of water jrrigation. The pools along
the Avon werc very salty, more so than they
had thought, for no record had been kept, as
might have been cxpected in such a district,
From cxperiments he had conducted in his
laboratory, he had found that the water com-
tained 300 grains of salt to the gallom, and it
was generally aceepted that water with over
100 grains to the gallon was uusuitable for
irrigation purposes. He contended, however,
if the difficulty was properly studied it could
be overcome. The solution was at their door.
The only data regarding the river were figures
in connection with the amount of water that
flowed over the weir at Northam,

The figures 1 have here show that 103 billion
gallons was the overflow in one month. That
was in July, 1917, As u matter of fact the
actual overflow during 1917 was 212 hillion
gallons. or suflicient to i1l Mundaring dam
42 times over. The report continues—

In flood time over 103,000,000 gallons went
over, and when the river was in flood the per-
centage of salt was very much reduced. The
water had been tested, and showed as low as
53 grains to the gallon, but he thought more
complete figures should be obtained. He de-
gired to get Mr, Hampshire’s opinion on the
flats already mentioned before making any rep-
resentations to the Government. Tf by im-
prisoning the water at different points, as it
eame down, they eould reduec the salinity, the
river would be admirably suited for the irri-
gation of the flats, It seemed to him that the
thick growth along the banks wag eausing ob-

struction, and the roots of the trees forming .

silt.

T would here mention this is not altogether
in accord with other opinions. The opinion
is that the trees along the river hanks do
xood, helping to keep salt in check, but it is
agreed thal the river channel should he
cleared., In concludine Mr. Mann stated—

Could the river be cleared of these obstacles,
and the channel cleaned, they would obtain a
flow which would enable them to flush the river
to an extent never before contemplated, and
if it were flushed regularly, it would cause
a permanent improvement in the river and ad-
Jueent land.
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Mr. Mann, in support of this, instanced an
cxample of sluicing that had been earried
out at Mundaring (when the water showed
signs of becoming too salty) with excellent
rvesults, and maintained that what had been
done .there, could also be accamplished here,
although it might take one or two years.
At one period the water in the Mundaring
Reservoir became pronouncedly salt, on the
castern side, die to the wholesale slaughter
of the timaber on that side. This was rete-
died by opening the bottom fleod gates and
washing the salty deposit away., And re-
afforestation has stopped the irouble alto-
gether. T have heen asked what the depth
of these pools is. Burlong Pool is abont
23 feet deep. The Mile Pool near Yorlk is
1'% miles long and only slightly brackish.
There is a great body of water and a sue-
vession of these pools, and the pity of it is
that something is net being done to utilise
the water. Giving the Avon a length of, say,
100 wniles, and allowing, say, 20 miles on
cither side for ivrigation, this would give
gome 2% million acres of irrigable land.
This at a low estimate would be worth £2¢
per acre capital value or, say, £1 per acre
agonual value. Al 50 acres per family, it
would provide room for 50,000 families and
should produce new wealth to the extent of
at least #£10 per acre per annumn—all new
wealth, and new settlement mostly, if not
wholly, along already existing railways,
rouds, schools, ete. All this along or near
the main line connecting the iwo great cen-
tres of population of the State, viz. the
voldfelds and the melropolitan area, ail this
furthermore within two hours 1ail from the
chief seaport of the State. The hilly char-
aeter of the country in the far South-West
and at Teadvay, Northam, and York so far
investizated in this direction suggests possi-
bilities of storage reservoirs such a8
Wiaranga Basin with jts 4% miles of em-
bankment, Kow Swamp, Lake Boga, Long
Lake, the North-West siring of lakes. I
now leave the maiter of irrigation. I thought
the time was gpnortune because some discus-
¢ion may arise upon this subject. T do not
advorate the big schemes that have been out-
lined by the ex-mayor of Northam. These
are on rather an ambiticus seale. 1 would
rather advocaie the smaller experiments in
couneetion with the river in the Beverley
electorate. Something should be done to
stop the flow of the Avon inlo the lake there,
and to sec whether some parts of the river
cannot be replaced. We are going to Mer-
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redin to-night. I am proud to represent the
Avon electorate, which eontains two of the
squares whichi coniributed one-fifth of the
wheat produced from the State last season.
The Dowerin square contributed last year
1,235,620 bushels, that including Kununop-
pin and Nungarin contributed 779,122, the
Meckering square contributed 921,978 bush.
¢ls, and the Kellerberrin up to Merredin
square eontributed 1,057,168 bushels. The
total wvield of the State was 20471177
Lushels. The little tract of country, half of
which T have the honour to represent, con-
tributerd hetween the four squares one-fifth
of last vear's wheat vield. I think the con-
tribution this year will he even greater,
I was glad to hear the Premier’s reference
m hiz Budget speech fo agrieulture. He
said he looked forward hopefully to the
future, and that it was very largely fo agri-
culture we wmust turn our eyes, We
may become a manufacturing nation in the
future, but for a time will have to be con-
tent with developing our primary industries.
By that T mean wheat growing, wool grow-
ing and other primary industries, and gold
mining. Agrieulture is the natural industry
of the State. Every Government with any
foresight must see that our destiny lies in
this direction for many years, T believe in
a well-balaneed State. TIf we could develop
our secondary industries in a natural man-
ner, preventing them from making unnatnral
parasitie growths, and cansing them to go
shead in & reasonable way, in conjunection
with onr primary industries, we should have
a well-halanced State. T believe in a certain
amount of protection. I am not a rabid
freetrader, and I do pot believe in the pre-
sent protective policy.  The best way to
create a well-balanced State is by develop-
ing agrienlture, as we are endeavouring to do
ntow, and encouraging secondary industries
te proceed along natural lines, A spirit of
optimism has been strongly in evidence of
late. I had a trip of 1,200 miles throngh my
electorate recently. Wherever I went the
crops looked most pronising. As far up as
Merredin and Nungarin there were some of
the finest erops in the State. Along the
road leading to Lake Brown there were
eropg as good as any that could he seen.
Around Lake Brown there were some crops
whicbh had not properly seeded. In such
instances it seems that men with inadequate
plants had been endeavouring to put in too
Inrge an area and had sown it too early in
the vear. The grain had, therefore. re-
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mained in the ground for several weeks
under a hot sun. Some of these people had
sown on April fool's day. The wheat came
into flower at a time when no pollenisation
could take place. Around Westonia I saw
many erops that had heen put in on fal-
lowed ground thai were as zood as anything
one could wish to see. On the unfallowed
eround the crops were not so good. T noticed
gix cerops in particnlar, and learned that
these were the erops of men who had farmed
properly. Tn the case of some of the other
settlers. owing to the vagaries of the season,
or possihly to had farming, the erops were
not nearly as zood, Most of these settlers
know how to farm in the best way, but are
not in a position to put their knowledge tn
use. The bank or the Tndustries Assistance
Board require that thew should put in a cer-
tain area of crop, and they have done it.
TIn anv distriet that is at all doubtful the
Covernment showld insist upon a certain
amount of fallowing being done. T believe
that poliey is being pursued to-day. Around
Lake Browp and other places I saw many
fine crops, because these had heen properly

put in. Next door to them were very often
poor erops. The settlers had to farm as

best they conld, and were not in a position
to do any hetter. I would remind members
that out of a total production for Western
Australia last vear of £29,228.583, the pro-
duets of agriculture, pastoral and dairying
industries, forestry and mining, all primary
industries, were worth £23,973.626. Agmi-
culture, pastoral and dairyving were respon-
gible for £18.810.363. and mannfacturing
for £5.254.907. 'This shows that we should
centre our attention on our primary indus-
tries, but keep an eve on the growth of onr
secondary industries. In view of the large
anma necessary to promote land settlement
on a sufficiently large seale it has bheen sug-
gested that Australia should push on with
the development of its manufaeturing in-
dustries with the ohjeet of promoting a more
rapid inerease in population than is pos-
sible throngh land settlement. Althoueh
protected by a hich tariff, Australian mann-
facturers ean make hat limited progress be-
eanse of the relatively small home market
and of the cost of prodnetion. This renders
an export trade of any magnitude in manu-
factured goods almost ont of the guestion.
T have heard a great deal about the Eroubles
of farmers and about the general outlook of
agriewlture. Recently a new secretary for

-
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agriculture was appoinied in fthe United
States, a Dr. Jardine. When asked the
remedy for our agrienltural. problems, he
summed up the position in four words, “Bal-
anced production, ovderly mavketing.” He
then went on to say:—

The farmer ecannot improve his business
methods by means of law any more than the
town man has done, although eertain laws are
useful. We cannot increase land values unless
we make the land produee n larger income.
This can be done if he will only produce the
right kind, the right quantity, and right quality
of farm produets, Most ¢f this can be done
by the individual farmer on his own farm,
and not by legislative fint. The farmer does
not want charity, nor does he want to be pitied.
The farmer has the opportunity for hetter
food, better air, better health, more waricty of
work, greater independence of action, is less
a slave to the routine of watching a clock, and
with the radio and the motor car all the pleas-
ures of the city are now available. He has
a chanee to grow a free, hear a hird sing, see
the blue sky as a whole, and the inspiration
of eultivated acres.

A big job, for a big man, in a big country!
We have in our present Minister for Agri-
eulture a gentleman who is inferested in the
scientifie side of farming, and who I am
pleased to be able to sav is doing a great
deal for the new areas by the establishment
of experimental farms and plots partieu-
larly in distriets having a liecht rainfall.
When reading the “Encevelopaedia Britan-
niea” recently, T came aeross the statement
that wheat would not grow well unless it
had a mean maximum temperature of 42
dezrees. We know that as one goes further
inland, the temperature becomes low in win-
ter time. The question is whether the tem-
perature of the areas further inland will
suit wheat. I recommend that aspeet of the
matter fo the consideration of the authori-
tiégs. T have spoken about this with various
people who are extremely anxious to see
the wheat helt extend to the goldfields, if
possible; and on the goldfields the tempera-
ture is at times pretty low. Merredin, where
wheat grows admirably, is one of the coldest
spots in Western Aunstralia. Southern Cross
is said to be worse in this respect.” MMowever,
what has heen accomplished in Merredin is
a good augnry for the snceess of wheat grow-
ing at Southern Cross. An interesting
article on the scientific aspect of the pastoral
industry from the pen of Mr. Hugh MeCal-
lumy, Sheep and Wool Tnspector, appears in
this month’s “Aerienltural Journal.” The
writer quotes the wool values and skin valnes
of last year. and then points out that more
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attention should be paid to the scientifie
agpect of the pastoral industry. The toun-
try south frgm Geraldton is more and more
becoming sheep country. 1 feel sure that
those distriets in time will carry propur-
tionately more sheep than the existing sheep
areus. The article states—

At the pregent time there is available a con-
giderable amount of scientific and practical
knowledge in regard to the breeding and feed-
ing of sheep, hut, notwithstanding this, therc
is muck wasted effort on the part of sheep men
through working on unscientific lines, Among
the mmost important subjects calling for scientifie
investigation are sheep husbandry and the
growth of wool, sheep alone in their ability
to transform feed in quick time into un article
of marketable volue. The eultivation of fodder
crops has not received the attention it deserves,
More knowledge is required of our soil in re-
lation to stock breeding. Tn this respect the
sheep man is behind the wheat grower. The
scientist hns made it possible for the wheat
grower to carry on. Without superphosphate
there would he ne wheat industry in Western
Australia to-day. The applieation of super
has earned 774 millions per annum for Aus-
tralia. Experiments are heing carried on to
ugsess the value of fodders that have given
good Tesults in other countries.

The scientist has made it possible for
wheat to be grown te-day in localitios
where not many vears azo it was eonsidered
impraeticable.  Superphosphate, early ow-
ing, and fodder erops have vendered pos-
sible the growing of cereals on lands whiel
at one time were regarded as merely hay-
growing propositions, and peor at that.
When hay wus grown in those distriets, it
was sold on the goldfields. The early
settlers were content to take the line of
least resistance. The article continues—

Experiments are heing earried on to nssess
the value of fodders that have given good re-
sults in other countries. Again in regard to
the growth of wool there is room for research
on the part of the scientifie investigator.

The writer goes on to deeclare that a re
seareh burean would renay  expenditure
over and aver again,

There are many questions of vital interest
to the industry that would ¢laim the attention
of the bureau. Al disabilities that confront
the sheep breeder would ceme within its pur-
view, It would amass and disiribufe all avail-
able information and it would be an authority
to which all interested could turn.

Finally the writer makes a staterient whicl
is of eonsiderable importance in view of
the fact that we are now embarkine oun
what will eventually prove the ereatesi
aurienltural eollege in Australia. The de-
partment have set ont with that ideal. awdl
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I feel sure it will be achieved. The state-
ment is—

_Above all, the greatest hope for the future
lies in the scientific training of our young men
it the breeding and in the subscquent nurture
of sheep. The sheep industry has always ap-
pealed to the youth of Australia, but in a
meagsure our boys c¢an only tuke it up in a
casual way, gleaning it as best they can,

Whilst a great deal has been suid about our
up-to-date methods and what we are doinz
to inerease the wheat vield, we are in facy
only reverting Lo fundamental prineiplas
which were in vogue 2060 vears ave, In
B.C. 29 the poet Virgil, in his “Georgies,™
a pastoral puem, said things that are of
reat interest, having regard to what has
been stated about too early seedinm—

But if for harvest nf wheat and for hardy
spelt you ply the ground, and if for peain
alone iz your aim, first let the daughters of
Atlag puss from your sight in the moru, and
let the Cretan star of the blazing crown with-
draw cre you commit to the furrows the seeds
due, or hasten to trust the year’s hope to a
reluetant soil.  Many have begun ere Maia's
setting, but the looked-for crop has mocked
them with empty ears.

Another transiation savs—

But a harvest of empty stalks moeks their
cxpectation,

Virvell also gives instruetions as to seed
pickling and selection plots—

T have seen seeds, though picked long and
tested with much pains, yet degenerate if
homan foil, year after wear, culled not the
largest by hand. Thus by law of fate all
things speed towards the worst, and, slipping
away, fall back.

As to Mr. Curlewis' forecasts, there is
something appropriate to be quoted from
the "Georgics™—

Yet erc our iron cleaves an unknown plain,
be it our first care to learn the winds and the
wavering moods of the sky, the wonted tillage
and nature of the ground, what each clime
vields and what cach disowns. Here eorn, there
grapes, spring morc luxurizntly; elsewhere
voung trees spring up, and grasses unbidden,

Virgil recommends rvotation of crops and
veeasional hwming-off of stubhble—

Thus also, with change of ecrop, the Tand
finds rest, and meanwhile not thankless is the
unplougled earth, Often, ton, it has been use-
ful to fire barren fields, and burn the light
stubbie in erackling flames,

Referring to a growth that is too forward
and should he clhiecked by putting stock on
to craze, Virgil writes—

Need T tell of him who, lest the stalk droop
with heavy ears, grazes down his luxuriant

crop in the young biade, soon as the growing
ecorn ig even with the furrow’s top?
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It many of our farmers in the early di--
tricts this year had sheep to put an arti-
fieial check on their erups, they could have
followed that adviee of 2,000 years ago. L
aln gometimes amused to read in the Pres.
what 1 may termn the hrban outlook on
farming. 1 have here an extract from a
“Hansard" report of a speeech on the tarifl
by Mr. West, member for East Sydney. It
teads as follows:—

I am not the first who has tried to impress
upon legislative bodies the necessity of doing
something for our boys. We spend something
like £2 s, per head of our population on prim-
ary, techmieal, and University eduecation, and
what is it ail for? Are those whom we edu-
cate to be employed in chasing blowflies from
cabbages or mosquitoes from grape vines?
Surcly there should be some better ogeupation
for our young men than the digging of post
holes or the runming of wire netting around
some squatter’s estate.  Wlhen the farmer
ploughs his Iand and sows his seed, Providence
does the rest, and for three months the farmer
has nothing te do. He only kunocks about the
farm, chasing the fowls. There is really mno
employment in conneetion with the land,
There is no knowledge of farming in what
My, West has to say. Increasing wages and
decreasing hours in the cities are putting
up costs, which have to be passed on. The
kigh tarili adds to the diificulties of the
position.  These economic problems will
liave to be solved by vur statesmen. Now
let me give a few figures relating to the
farmer’s tools of trade. A veaper and
binder enjoys a natural protection of 27.6
per ¢ent., hy reason of freicht. packing and
insurance. The eurrent rate of Customs
duty is 493 per cent.,, making a total pro-
tection on a reaper and binder of 76.11 per
cent. A stvipper and harvester has a
natural proteetion of 31.32 per cent., and
the current Customs duty is 38.5 per cent.,
making a total protection of 69.21 per cent.
The corresponding fizures for a reaper
thresher are 13.29 per cent., 38.5 per ceni,,
and 53.34 per cent.: and for a 7-furrow
stump-jnmp monldboard plough they are
16.3 per cent., 335 per cent., and 54.8 per
eont. As an instanee of how the farmer is
kit to ler, T may mention that a 13-di.e
drill, whieh in Canada costs €33 Js., i
Australia costs £68 10s. In order to keen
4,674 men, who are working far away from
the main sourees of the sapply of coal and
iron and steel, emploved in manufaeturing
implements, we are compelling fifty times
as many farmers, 222500 farmers, wha
work longer hours and have uncertain re-
furtiz  from their wheai, to pay ex-
tortionate prices for their tools of trade.
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To twrn to secondary industries 1 am sorry
to see that from present indications the mig-
sion to Awnerica that the Federal Govern-
ment attempted to organise will be aban-
doned because of the suspicious attitude the
varions Trades Halls have adopted towards
it
[3fr. Lambert took the Chair.]

Mr. Latham: You won’t forget that that
train is going to-night, will yon?

The Minister for Tands: We shall have to
postpone that train.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: In “From War to
Work,” a book by Samuel Turner, the au-
thor quotes as follows:—

I will give the evidence of Mr. E. W. Scripps,
a well known American newspaper proprietor
and a soecialist, who cannot be accused of
any bhids in favour of the capitalist. This is
what Mr, Seripps wrote in the ‘‘New States-
man’’:—'"The average wage of the American
working man is several times greater than
that of the English working man, The avcrage
hours of daily labour of the Ameriean working
man are from 20 to 40 per ceut. less than
those of the English working man. 1 knew
enough of the average ¢onditions in England
and her cities to know that, on the average,
the American working man i not only far bet-
ter nutured and nourished, but tbat he is far
better housed and elothed, and that his chil-
dren are far more genmerally, and perhaps far
better educated than those of the English work-
ing class, In the light of such cold facts, what
is there left of the ridiculous theory which
repredents the results of high production as
mischievous to the working man, The ques-
tion is of such vast importance to the future
of our own people that I would consider a
little more closely etill the facts about Am-
erica. The Americans are our own kith and
kin but, on this subject they think differently,
because in their own surronndings they have
been able to judge the question impartially.
‘Wa have not: hefore the war, at any rate, we
had failed to think it out on its merits, owing
to our inherited prejudices.”

The following are the conclusions drawn by
the late Mr. Samuel Gompers, the then
President of the American Federation of
Labour, who represented 2,000,000 workers,
the men whose conditions are deseribed hy
Mr. Seripps. Lest he should be thought a
voice crying in the wilderness, remember
that in Britain there arc only about 4,000,000
trade unionists all told. This, then, is what
2,000,000 organised Ameriean workmen said
through their then chief:—

We are not going to bave the trouble here
that Britain had through restriction of pro-
duction. There has not been any restriction
of output for over 30 years in America. We
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in the United States bhave followed an entirely
different policy. We say to the employers:
Bring in ail the improved machinery and new
tools you can find. We will help you to im-
prove them still further, and we will get the
utmost product out of them; but what we in-
sist on is the limitation of the hours of labour
for the individual to eight per day. Work
two shifts a day if you please, or work your
machinery all round the 24 hours if you like,
with three shifts, and we will help you; but
we insist on the mormal working day with full
physical effort. We will not agree to that
overwork producing the poisor of over fatigue
which destroys the maximum of production,
undermines the health of the individual worker,
and destroys his capacity for daily industrial
effort. .

This is what millions of Englishmen domi-
eiled in Amerieca think who have left their
country mever to return. Let us now ex-
amine the question of eonsumption, for con-
sumption and production are two sides of a
wheel, which wust balance if it is to run true.
The fundamental fact about consumption
under bigh production is that the consumers
are the produccrs. America has always de-
pended primarily upon her home market.
The high wages paid in the United States
have been offset by scientific methods; and
the consequenee was that before the war the
wholesale factory prices of many ecommod-
ities in America were as low as in Great
Britain. Bulk production and scientific
methods have reduced the price of commod-
ities steadily. The history of steel produe-
tion is a eapital example of high produetion
in operation. In 1880 the United States
produced less than a million tons of steel.
In 1916 they produced over 40 wmillions,
TFifteen thousand tons of steel rails have
been produced at Bethlehem in a single day.
Yet prices of steel rails have steadily fallen
vear by year from 130 to 28 dollars per ton,
ete. The result of increased production, that
is to say, and the economies which it effects,
is inevitably in the long run increased con-
sumption and lower prices. It appears from
official investigations that in 1909 the Ameri-
ean people bought €120,000,000 of cotton
goods where the British people bought only
£20,000,000. As the American population
in that year was, roughly, double the British
it follows that {he average American family
hought three times as many shirts, ecollars,
handkerchiefs, ete, as the average British
family—a striking contirmation of Mr.
Seripp's statement. They did so quite simply
hecause thev could afford to do it; because
the shirts were cheap enough, and their
wages were high enough. Tt was the resuli
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of maximum output with science, good man-
agement, and improved maechinery. The ex-
ample of America has proved that treble
wages uneed not mean treble prices. Here
was another chapter, in the form of a table:

PRODUCTION PER MAN INCLUSIVE OF BAW
MATERIAL USED.

U.E. U.B.A,

£ £

Boots and Shoea 171 516
Cocoa, Chocolate, snd Gonfectlanery 208 462
Outlery nnd Toola - 184 323
Clothing 158 484
Hats and Cape 149 414
Hoalery 184 200
Leather 686 1,064
Matches . 223 626
Paper 330 706
Printing and Publishing ... 300 672
Low industrinl  produetion per head 1s

mainly responsible for fow wawes in Great
Britain, and hich produoetion per head has
made possible high wages in the TUnited

States. Consider this table:—

NET PRODUC PER WOREER PER WEEK.
In the U.K. In the U.5.A.
£ 8 d. £ s d
Boots apd Shoea 1 7 4 310 ¢
Cardboard Boxes 10 ¢ 215 10
Butter and Cheeaa 281 31
Cement ., 21010 417 8
Clothing, 1811 4 7 4
Cocoa, Chwolnte BpdCon- 112 3 418 5
rect-lone.ry

Cotton Goods . 110 & 213 9
Clocks and Waiches 1720 4 3 0
Cutlerv and Tonls - 1 81 4 1 8
Dye!?“g and Finlshing Tex- 118 11 4 4 3
(aaworks . 4 11 1118 7
Flrcorms ond Ammuanitlon 2 2 8 4 9 2
Brewing and Malting 6 7 3 1910 &
Taint and Varnizh 316 2 12 9 8§
8oap and Candles 210 8 11 7 8

Mr. J. Ellis Barker, in the *“Nineteenth
Century.” shows that wages in the U.B.A.
are higher than in (ireat Britain. e quotes
weekly wages in U.8.A. as follows:—

. 1907 1912,

Builders® Labourers— £ 8 4. £ 8 d.

Chicago 700 710 0

Pittaburg 50 0 500
Carpenters—

Philadetphia 8 5 0 % 3 4
Iroamoulders —

Plttsburg 815 8 9 ¢ 0
Linotype Operators—

Detrolt w o o0 10 00

Tie conclusion is inevitable; and the main
reason for it i~ diseloved in the table {aken
from the zame two documents of the relative
horse-power per 1,000 workers emploved in
the industries of the 1wo eountries. In a
word. allowing for all exagzgeration. it
shows that the .American worker u<es two to
three marhines or thereabouts to one used
by hi~ British competitor. Here i= an ex-
tract from official Ameriean records. pub-
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lished by Sir L. K. Chiozza Money in the
“8unday Chronicle” nf 3th Oectober, 1916 :—

RELATIVE H.P. PER 1,000 WORKERS.

U.E. U.8.A,
Boots and Shoes 172 480
Cocoa, Chocolate, end Con-

fectlonery .. . 346

Cl.ltlery ond '.l'ools 120 2,049
Clothi [13 . 145
Hata nnd Cape 181 588
Hoslery .. . 163 804
Lesather.. 847 2,389
Matches 408 1,729
Paper ... 4,201 16,846
Printing sod Publishing ... 1,158 1,154
America nses per 1,000 workers about
lwo o three times as much power as

does Great Britain.  In addition, she uses
In many eases superior antomatic machinery.
Uan we alford to ignore the advantage which
these ligures show, that we have allowed
America to enjoy undisputed in the past;
#0 to speak, to leave to her the steam shovels
and content ourselves with the eommon or
garden spade. In regard to our restriction
of output, the reason for the enormous in-
erease in the cost of building cottages, fae-
tories, ete, is to be found in the simple fact
that in 1885 the nomber of bricks laid in
plain walling per worker was from 1,200
to 1,500. Inm 112 it was from 360 to 630.
In Britain there are innumerable instances
of this great refusal. They are refusing
the automatic loom. There are only 12,000
in ure there, whilst Ameriea has 330,000 of
them, The same applies lo coal-cotting
machinery.  Onlv 8 per cent. of British
coal is eut by wachinery: America cuts 50
per eent. of hers mechanically. That js one
reason why, for the last 30 years, coal, the
very life-blood of our industry, has grown
steadily dearer at the pit’s wmouth in Eng-
land, while in the United States and most
other ecountries, it iz now as cheap as form-
erly, if not cheaper. The Sheffield light
trades are another instance. {iermany be-
fore the war was beating Sheffield out of
market after market in the cutlery trades.
The reason was simply that Germany had
adopted the hest machines and the best
manufacturing methods, and had built large
factories in which the labour emploved was
properly <ubdivided and the work scientifi-
vally specialised. These facts were admitted
by Sheffield Labour leaders themselves who
visited (Germany bhefore the war.

The Minister for Lands: Who ever vead
their report; did vou read it?

AMr. GRIFFITHS: No. Many are of the
epinion that, but for the war the British
cutlery trade would have perished.  We
have refused machine tools in the engincer-
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ing industry. The census of production
showed that, generally speaking, British in-
dustries used only one-third to one-half the

horse-power per thousand workers that
America used.
The Minister for Lands: If I did not

have a better opinion of the 0ld Country
than you have, T would not denounce it.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: I am not denouncing
it; 1 am saying that it is a mistake that we
are al! not deing likewise, so that we might
be able to cater for all needs.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: What good will
your speech do in Parliament?

Mr. GRIFFITHS: What good does any-
thing do—-the futility of it all.

Hen. W. D. Johnson: Why don’t you
lecture the Chamher of Manufactures?

Mr. GRIFFITHS: This is the sort of
thing that the Chamber of Manufactures is
getting pusbed into it from many quarters.
We refuse to build houses and factories;
let those who doubr this statement consider
the following: A bleck of cottages erected
in 1885 cost for 9-ineh brickwork (labour
only) 814d. per squnare yard: bricklayers
9d. per hour, and labourers 6d. In 1912
exactly the same labour cost 1s. 9d. per
square yard of 9-ineh brickwork: brick-
layers 10d. per hour, and labourers 7d. Let
me now make comparisons: Based ob
20,008 square vavrds (8%d.) the cost of
labour in 1835 was £708; based on 20,000
square vards {1s. 9d.) the cost of labour in
1912 was £1,750. The increase in wages
amounted to £98 3s, and the national loss
due to restricted output was £043. The loss
to the nation was something like £1,000. In
erecfing a weaving shed in 1882 the stone
cost per eubie yard Gs. 6d., and 12,064 cubie
vards worked ouf at £3.920. An identical
shed built in 1912 cost 13s. per eubie yard,
and the cost amounted to £7,841.  Tn 1882 the
material (stone) cost 3s. per yard and mortar
6d., or a total of £2111. TIn 1912 the stone
cost 5s. and the mortar 1s., a total of £3,619.
Mr. Gilbreth, who has investigated the trade
of brick-laying in connection with his motion
study, found it possible to cut down brick-
layers’ work by more than two-thirds solely
by the eliminating of needless, ill-directed,
and ineffective motions. Observe that this
enormons saving of labonr power entailed
no sort of loss to the worker. Mr. Gil-
breth’s system was not a mere bloodless
slave-driving. It recognised to the full what
ignorant or incompetent management so
often ignores—the human factor in the
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worker. [He does not ignore the worker's
size of brawn in his analysis of his powers;
neither does he ignore bis ereed, his content-
ment, his foed, his healtl, or his tempera-
ment. All these things must be recognised
and allowed for by the intelligent employer
of the future who will seek the means of
high produetion, which means high wages,
and short hours, not in a senseless and
eruel speeding-up, but simply in reducing
the waste of time and labour whieh ernde
old-fashioned rule of thumb methods invelve
in the workshop. It is quite certain that
the secientific method of production involves
no necessary addition of labour , to the
worker. The girl whom Mr. Gilbreth ad-
vised on the right way of pulting papers
on boxes of shoe polish benefited greatly
by taking his advice. Following her own
method she put on 24 napers in 40 seconds.
The first time she tried the new way she
put on 24 in 26 sceends, The second time
she did it in 20 seconds. She was not work-
ing any harder, only using fewer motions,
aid bhoth her produetion and her wages (for
she was on piccework) were increased with-
out any extra exertion on her part. What
I have gone out of my wav to try to prove
to the House is this: that if we want to do
the best for our peuple we must follow
the examples of other parts of the world.
Let it be the Chamber of Manufuctures, our
working men or anybody else, they shoull
not deny themselves the opportunity to in-
fquire into the methods that are heing put
into operation elsewhere and that are work-
ing so successfully, If there was anything
to show that those methods were having
harmful effects as the result of cruel speed-
ing-up or anything of that kind, there would
lie something to object to. There is, how-
ever, nothing of the sort. In the States
there is mass production. It is in that re-
spect that we are handicapped beeause we
have not the latest appliances, those appli-
ances that will bring our factories up to
date, appliances that put more horse power
into the hands of the workers. If we had all
those things we wonld be able to do as mueh
as America is doing; we would be produc-
ine far more, and greater production means
greater wealth. Al these things also mean
shorler hours and better wages. In Amer-
tea the men get more out of their appliances
and in their output there has bheen no re-
striction. There have been restrictions in
the Oid Country, but there they are hecom-
ing alive to the faet that they must wake
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up to seve whether they cannot compete, real-
ising (vat in no other way will they remain
the leaders of the world that they are to-
day. The Minister for Lands said some-
thing to the effect thai 1 should be ashamed
to say such things.

The Minister tfor Lands: Beeause yon
cannot prove them: that is the trouble.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: The figures I have
quoted ure all from ofticial documents.

e, Mar=hall: 1t is only one side of the
¢uestion.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: We find that Great
Britain to-day has sent two Commissions
out, One 15 making investigations in
America at the expense of the “Daily Mail.”
its object being o see whether it will not
be possible to adopt improved conditions.
To hesr members opposite talk one would
think that they were the only people who
had democratic ideas, or ideas for the bet-
terment of the country. One would think,
too, that they were the only representatives
of the working man. I am game to say thai
in my electorate 1 am considered as the re-
presentative of every section. I attend to
the requirements of all the eleetors. The
poorest working man knows that he can gel
svmpathetie treatment and kindly counsei
from me, just as I wonld give it to the big-
gest farmer.

AMr. Wilson: Who does not do that?

Mr. GRIFFITHS: T hope all do.

Mr. Wilson: Then why maoke the sng-
gestion ?

Mr. GRIFFITHS: Becanse when anyone
speaks here a section pooh-pooh his remarks
and begin to throw off. In iy ecase it is
not a question of getting into the political
limelight.

Mr. Marshall: It is not that at all; you
disclose the fact that vou know nothing
ahout the subject.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: The hon. member is
zenerally looked upon as the know-all in
this House, so I will not econtradict him. Let
that be ax it may, I have had my sav, and
1 shall nut weary the Ilouse any further.

MR. TEESDALE {Roebourne) [8.43]: ]
did not make a sperch on the Address-in-
reply and se 1 shall take the opportunity
of makine a few remarks on this occasion.
Tt is possible there is no other Parliament
in Australia where the Opposition has been
=0 helpful and considerate to the Govern-
ment as the Opposition in this Assembly.
Tt is not usual to find this sort of feeling
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and, #s a watter of iact, the help and con-
sideration we have given to the Ministry bas
caused certiin misunderstandings mnongst
our own people; it haz been looked upon as
totally unnecessary on our part, QOne would
think, baving exposed ourselves to that sort
ol thing, that there would be a little appre-
eintion shown by those whom we have been
{rying to help, On the contrary, we have
been repaid with abuse and insult to such
an extent that it bas become almost unbeal-
able. it hay come to such a piteh that no
one on the Opposition side of the House
can make the slightest suggestion regarding
an amendment. It is impossible for us to
attennt t (o help with any Bill, without being
insulted by one ov other of the members
sitting on the Government side of the Hounse
and ceven threatencd by Ministers!

Hon, . Tavior: That is vight.

Mr. TEESDALT: 1t is a pity Ministers
do not leave that sort of thing to the pack
and to the gang who sit behind them ready
to obev, and do what they are told.

Mr. Marshall: T ask for a withdrawal of
thai statement,

Mr. TEESDALE: You have been asleep
and know nothing about it!

The CHAIRMAYN: Order!

Mr. TEESDALFE : The member for Mur-
ehizon has been snoriug like a pig. What
does he know?

Mr. Marshall: I ask for n withdrawal, T
am not one of a pack, nor am T one of a
gang. I ask for a withdrawal of the words
that are offensive to me.

Mr. TEESDALLE: Pic or pack?

The CHATRMAXN: Order!

Mr. Marshall: Pig, pack or
for a withdrawal.

The CHATRMAN: Order! The memher
for Roehourne is not in order in referring to
other hon, members as belonginz to a pack.
T ask him to withdraw his statement.

Mr. TEESDALE: T withdraw it, T wish
that the member for Murchison wonld with-
draw himself from the Honse. He is a
nuisance to evervane,

AMr. Marshall: T ask for a withdrawal of
that statement. Tt is not hecoming and it is
offensive and rude to me. When T desire
to withdraw from the Chamber. T zhall do
s0. hut not at his direction or his sugezestion.

The CHATRMAN: The member for Mnr-
chicon ohjects to the statement. and T ask
the member for Rochourne to withdraw it.

Mr. TERESDALE: T will withdraw any-
thine for that man! T was saying when this

eang, 1 ask
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unseemly interruption took place that this
is a regrettable condition of affairs to exist
in ihis House. It is not conductive to good
feeling snch as shounld exist between mem-
hers here.

The Minister for Lands: I am surprised
to hear some of your remarks.

Mr. TEESDALK: Seeing that the mem-
bers of the Opposition do not wish to make
things unpleasant or uncomfortable, but
have heen endeavouring to help members on
the Government side as much as possible,
their efforts shounld meet with approval.

The Minister for Justice: Are vou refer-
ring to the Shearers’ Accommodation Act
Amendment Bill?

Mr. TEESDALE: When we were sitting
on the Government side of the House we, as
a party, were pleased to receive helpful sug-
gestions from the Opnosition, and very often
acted upon them. Most decidedly we appre-
ciated them, and therefore we have a right
to expect the same treatment occasionally
from members now sitting on the Govern-
ment side of the Honse,

The Minister for Lands: And you get it.

Mr. TEESDALE: During the last six
months the position bas become most un-
pleasant for everyone on the Opposition side
of the House. It has been to us nothing
less than an insult to sit here, becanse mem-
hers opposite will not allow any one of us
to make a speech withont a seriey of inter-
jections,

AIr. Marshall: T ask for a withdrawal of
that statement because it is a refleetion upon
members sitting on this side of the House.

Mr. TEESDALE: I will withdraw the
statement. When the Mitchell Government
were in power the members of the Oppo-
sition were treated with courtesy, and 1 am
surprised at the way we have been treated
during the past month or so. That position
has been particularly noticeable of late. On
one oecasion I remember a member speaking
for nine hours, and although I did my best
to get Sir James Mitchell to apply the gag,
he was ton gentlemanly and courteous to do
it. Te said, “No, Teesdale, I will never do
that, if T can possibly aveid it There has
heen nothing but gageing on the part of the
(tovernment memhers for some time past.

The Minister for Justice: There has not
heen any gag.

Mr. TEESDALY: There has heen nothing
but the gae.
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Mr. Maprshall: I ask for a withdrawal of
the statement that members have been gagged
in this Chamber during the past six months.
It is offensive to me and rude and unbecom-
ing of a member of this Chamber.

The CHAIRMAN: The statement hy the
hon. meinber was perely an expression of
opinion.

Mr. TEESDALE: If the Committec is
to be

Mr. Marshall: Mr. Chairman, I ask for
a withdrawal.

The CHATRMAN: Order! T have given
my ruling.

Mr. TEESDALE: 1 wish he would with-
draw himself from the Chamber.

Mr. Marshall: There is no ruling in it
at all.

The CHAIRMAN : Order!
member will resume his seat.

Mr. Marshall: T ask for a withdrawal of
the statement.

The CHAIRMAN: T have ruled that the
hon. member has merely expressed an
opinion, and T cannot ¢all upon him to
withdraw it. The member for Roebourne
may proceed.

Mr. TEESDALLE: When the Premier de-
livered his Budget speech, one eannot for-
get the elose attention he received from
members on both sides of the House. It
has to be admitted that members on the
Government side of the House always act
up to their instructions. The members of
the Opposition sat throughout the speech
without making any interjections. There
were certainly one or two inquiries on the
part of the Leader of the Oppesition, but
apart from those, the speech was received
with rapt attention. What & change took
place when the Lieader of the Opposition
attempted to reply! Amidst a tirade of
interjections we had the extraordinary ex-
hibition of the Premier condueting a three-
minute conversation with a member on this
side of the Honse, totally preventing the
Leader of the Opposition from contipuing
his speech. T was staggered at sueh a pro-
cedure. At one time I had the greatest
respeet for members sitting on the Govern-
ment side of the House, but T am loging it.
becanse they are not fair: ther are not
reasonable,

The Minister for Lands: We are more
reasonable than yon are when vou sneak
like this.

Mr. TEESDALE: One of the Ministers
poritively roared across the floor of the
House stating that he did not earr a twn.

The hon.
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penny dump for members sitting on the Op-
position side. Was that a statesmanlike
uiterance that we might exzpect from a
budding Peel or a budding Palmerston?
We would expeet that sort of thing from a
cub who might have found himself here
under some extraordinary -circumstances
that stunned his brain, but not from & man
who is leading this House.

Hon. G. Taylor: Ask that that be with-
drawn too.

Mr, Marshall: T will ask for you and the
member for Roebourne to be withdrawn
soon if you keep on annoying me.

Mr, TEESDALE: Lie down! Doubtless
the most important malter dealt with by
the Premier during the course of his
Budget speech was the financial positios.
One can state posifively that never hefore
in the history of Western Australia has any
Treasurer ever had an easier row to hoe
than the present Treasuorer.

The Minister for Justice: It is always
easv for the other man in the job.

Mr. TEESDALE: Not many years age
this State was agog with excitement when
a loan for £250,000 was floated in London.
At the present time £1,000,000, £500,000,
and £456,000 are showered upon the State,
and they are glibly referred to as mere sops
and bribes, wreteched doles and miserabie
pittances. Never before were-such huge
sums of money ladled out to a Government
in power here.

Mr. Sleeman: That shows the confidence
with which the Government are regarded.

Mr. TEESDALE: T do not suppose that
ever before has such a deluge of money
made available to the State been met
with suech abuse, derision and insult.
We have geen the Press day after day teem-
ing with indignant letters, full of eriticizm.
Sometimes they have been inspired and
sometimes they have heen written direct by
Ministers, endeavouring to show that we
have got nothing from the Federal Govern-
ment. One would have expected that even
if the payment of a deht had been retarded,
the payment would have been received
courteonsly when made. One would have
expected that ecommon ecourtesy to be
extended. One would have expected the
fact to he appreciated that the debtor
had reeognised his indebtedness., On the
contrary the payments were received with
ingratitude and insult. That fact has at-
tracted a good deal of attention to this
State from outside. Usually when people
pax their debts they are not insulted.
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The Minister for Lands: You must have
been suffering from something during tha
last few days. :

Mr. TEESDALE: No Treasurer has had
an easier opportunity to make ends meet
than the present ocecupant of the office, If
T venture to mention one or two items
relating to figures, 1 suppose T shall
be taken to task by the Minister for Lands
who seems to be always looking out for an
opportunity to detect a few pounds too
little or {oo much in amounts mentioned by
members on the Opposition side. Having
made provision for that contingency, I may
be permitted to mention a few figures,
without heing taken to task so quickly and
earnestly by the Minister. The first dola
paid to us amounted to £350,000; the second
pittance was £215,000, and the third bribe
amounted to £7906,000, representing a re-
fund on account of soldier setflement; a
total of £1,361,000 shovelled into this
State without the slightest condition at-
tached to the payments. The money repre-
sents a8 present, pure and simple, for the
Government to do with as they choose.
That amount does not include the colossal
sums of money allocated on account of
road making. These vast sums of money
enabled the Minister for Works to go
np North and tell my brain-stunned
constituents that the Government had to
spend £10,000 in their distriet during the
next five vears, and that they should
arrange their programme so that the money
could be spent. The Minister should be
careful when he goes amongst my unfortu-
nate penple! They cannot stand such
announcements! They are going about now
in a state of surprise at the thought of the
expenditure of such huge sums of moeney.
While it has permitted the Treasurer to
proceed along more comfortably than any
of his predecessors, it also enabled him to
gend the Minister for Works about the
ecuntry making the statements I have re-
ferred to, Then the imMhigration scheme
brought a million and a half of money to
the State, money that was procurable al
1 per cent. or 1% per cent. As against
that, the Leader of the Opposition had to
pay 5% per cent. on loan monevs with
which to make ends meet. What a splendid
position the Government are in with 414
per cent. to the good!

The Minister for Justice: You seem to be
annoyed about it.

[Mr, Lutey took the Chair.)



1586

Mr. TEESDALE : Notwithstanding thi-
fusilade of money, there is something
¢xtraordinary about the unemployment
difficulty. As the present Government
seemed to get on their feet, so the nnem-
ployment diffieulty appeared to become
more intensified. 1 was struck by the ex-
traordinary figures given in this Chamber
in reply to an hon. member’s question rela-
tive to expenditure in this econnection. In
1921, while the Mitchell Government
in power, no money was paid out on aceount
of wnemployment relief in May, nothing in
June, and £7 5s. in July. In May, 1925, with
the Labour Government in office, £717 was
expended, in June £949, and in July £1,288,

Mr. Marshall: That wasg the outeome of
Sir James Mitchell’s immigration policy.

AMr. TRESDALE : You are supposed to be
asleep.

The CIHATRMAN:
Mr. Marshall:
migration business.

The CHAIRMAN: Order! The hon.
member must keep order when called upon
to do so.

Mr. TEESDALE: [n 1926, £651 was paid
out in unemployed relief in May, £876 in
June, and £1,346 in July. With all the
prosperity we are enjoyving and with
money eoming in at a rate never known
hefore, and with the money considerably
cheaper than formerly, yet we have un-
employment confronting us even to the pre-
seni day. We bave evidence of the unem-
ployed trouble, and it t3 no uncommon sight
to sec outside Parliament Fouse 30 or 40
unfortunales, whose only crime iz that they
cunnot get work. It seems as though the
(iovernment are powerless to provide work.
In fairness to the Government I admit
that they have provided work for a number
of the unfortunate men, but one would have
thought, in viéw of all this ¢heap money that
is available, the Government would have
heen able to overcame the diffienlty.

The Minister for Lands: Where is the
cheap money that you talk abhout?

Mr. TEESDALE: In this great country
it should not be diffienlt.

The Minister for T.anda:
cheap money?

Hon, Sir James Mitehell:
£1.500,000.

The Minister for T.ands: That is bunkum.

Hon, Sir James Miichell: Yes, vou have.

The Minister for Lands: What is the
gnod of talking like that.

Order!
That is due to the im-

Where is this

You have had

were-
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Mr. Marshall: You should know better.

The Minister for Lands: You know you
are wrong.

The CHAIRMAXN: Ordex!

Hon. Sir James Mitchell:
right.

The Minister for Lands® Bunkum.

The CHAIRMAN: Order! I must ask
the member for Roebourne fo continue his
speech and hon. members to keep order.

Mr. TEESDALE: The Minister for
Works and the Honorary Ainister travelled
through the North and the North-West,
I wish to point out that I am speaking of
my own distriet now. We were glad to
weleoine Minislers, and the people were
pleased indeed to think that the Government
took such interest in the country that Min-
isters had scen fit to go North and have a
look at them. Some electorates up there
were fortunate in getting a good deal of
consideration. I was not fortunate, beeause,
owing to the unsuitable running of the
boats, the Minister was not able to give me
the attenfion he might otherwise have done.
In a speech he made on 10th July, the Min-
ister said bhe was the head of the depart-
ment now taking over the North-West De-
partment, and was there to gain knowledge
as to the requirements and diflicaltiez of that
part of the State to enable him and his eol-
leagues in future lo give more sympathetic
and sounder judgment to North-West ques-
tions than heretofore. That was well put to-
gather, but T do not think it was altogether
right. I am now speaking for my own dis-
triect. The Minister’s speech is further re-
ported as follows:—

I know it is

He assured the people that in future things
would be hitndled more efficiently by the Pub-
lic Works Department under the new regime
than they they had heen by the abolished
North-West Department. .
After nearly 40 years’ experience in that
part of the country T confidently- say the
North-West has never had the attention, the
despateh and consideration at the hands of
the Publie Works Department during the
whole of that time that it received from the
North-West Department. I came into con-
taet a good deal with the heads of the North-
West Department and I saw much of the
work that they did. Without fear of contra-
dietion, I say we had our work put in hand
more guickly and eompleted more quickly,
and were verv much more satisfied under
that administration than ever hefore. The
Minister then detailed the road grant poliey
and said it was the hest deal the State had
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ever got. He added that they would have
to =pend—not that they wished to spend,
or hoped to spend, but that they
would have to spend—£600,000 an-
nually, of wiich the State found about
one-half.  HMe declaved that as soon ns
the agreement was. completed the State
would be able to get cheap money to assist
migration to any part of the State. That
was the most encouraging thing I had heard
for a long time, and I thought that perhaps
we might even have a migration scheme for
the North. Here iz an extract from the re-
port of the Minister's speech i —

The new steamer, on which no expense had

been spared to bring her up to date, would be
out in January, and the sccond boat would be
started at once.
This was to eall particular attention te the
way in which the Labowr Government had
pui the steamers on the coast. 1 agree that
on this point they are to be cowmwmended.
Lut when the Mitchell Government sonnded
thbe market for new steamers there was no
Trade Facilities Act money available. More-
over, the cost of a steamer then was per-
haps twice as much as it is to-day.

The Minister for Lands:
existence,

Mz, TEESDALE: Then I think the money
could not have been available, for had it
been, our ambassador would have heen quick
to iake advantage of it, and my chief would
not have wasted so much time irying to get
money elsewhere. Then, as 1 =ay, the cost
of steamer building at that time was twice
as much as it is to-day. 1 want to draw
attenrion to the trcatment accorded to dit-
ferent constituencies while the Minister was up
North. I am mzking no insinuation, but awm
just giving two plain statemenis from two
newspapers published up in the North-West. [
recognise that the Minister was in a diffieult
position, inasmuch as the steamers on the
coasit eannot be induced to run just as one
would like. Still my electorate had a very
unfortunate experience. Here is a quota-
iton from the Bruome “F.cho” of 10th July,
under the heading=, “Mr. MeCallum's Visit,”
“Tn the Benevolent Mood"” :—

The chairman, Captain Gregory, hoped the
Minister would not mind their agking for
things fArst. It appcared to be the only way.
Mr. Me'allum  appreciated the arrangements

made. The chairman enumerated the board’s
requests.

The Act was in

Tt =t lave been an extraordinary experi-
ence to hear a list of reqnests read out, and
to hear the Minister cranting them siraight-
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way. Here are the requests and their
fate:—
No. 1. Money for good road from the resi-

dency to goods shed—granted. No. 2. Half
a mile of cxtra road on the entrance to Broome
road—granted. No. 3. Exported pearl shell,
a primary product, to be allowed to go out
wharfage free-—to be referred to the Minister
responsible, No. 4.  Alterations to jetty te

enable quicker handling—granted. Xo. 5.

Erection of police morgue at cemetery—re-
ferred to Minister responsible. No. 6. Inter-
pretation of A.W.A, and PW.D. awards—
granted. No. 7. Abolition of 20 per cent.
wharfage sur-tax—to be referred to the Min-
ister responsible. )

5o out of seven requests, three were referred
to the Minister responsible, and four were
granted. Now I have here the account, taken
tfrom the Carnarven “Times’ of the visit of
the Honorary Minister to Roebourne, as fol-
lows :—

It was arranged that a deputation should
meet the Honorary Minister (Mr. Hickey)
and party on the return trip when our mem-
ber, Mr. Teesdale, ML.A,, now at Derby
would De present. But a telegram was re-
ceived from the Minister at Onslow asking
that the meeting be held on the ‘*Bambra’s’’
up trip.

That was unfortunate for me, and 1 do not
altogether forgive the Honorary Minister
for it. T had wired down to the North-West
Department when I heard that the Miuisters
were going up, for 1 wished to reccive thewn
in a proper manner, although not because [
thought my electors could not get through
without myv help.  On this cceasion, when
a Minister actually proposed to land, T
thouzht it necessary to be there and so 1
made provision to meet him when on his way
south. 1 gol a reply saving that that would
be arranged. Accordingly iy people were
advised that it would be all right, and I
went off up to Derhy. DBut instead of the
Minister landing to take deputations when
on the down trip, he despatched a wire from
Onslow telling the Rocbourne people that he
would take the deputations on the up trip.
This left me stranded away at Derby. Tt
was a great disappointment to me, beecanse
1 had already advised the residents that T
would be there. s showing liow ready my
rlectors are to sland by me, they wired to
the Minister that time did not permit of an
alteration of the programme, as many niem-
bers of the road hoard resided con-iderable
distances from Roehourne. So they sent
Mr. Marshall, the secrefary of the road
board, off to meet the steamer and to ae-
guaint the Honorary Minister that the depu-
{ations would have to wait till the down
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trip, as there member was not present.
Consequently no harm was done. Still, T
felt vexed about it, and I have mentioned it
to one Minister. So the requests from
Broome were granted ome after another,
whereas I was unlucky enough to not even
have the Minister for Works land in my
electorate. The extraordinary thing is that
some of my people must be thought-readers
because before I mranged to meet the Min-
ister on the down trip they sent me this
telegram :—

Board urged Minister to visit Roehourne if

possible and arrange daylight stay. The board
do not agree with port-hole visitora.

And sure enough they did not see any
visitors at all, not even port-hole visitors.
The Minister for Works kindly acceded to
my request to visit Point Sampson. I
met him at the steamer and took him oft
in a launch to see the derelict jetty.
He took a good deal of trouble there and
I bave since had an intimation that the
£1,500 originally voted by the Mitchell
(Government for a sarvey of a new site
for the jetty has been replaced. It
was removed by the present Government
becanse the local residents were desirous of
having the old structure repaired, in which
event the vote would not be vequired. It
Las now been replaced on the Estimates. I
notice that the Honorary Minister in an-
other place congratulated a North-West
member on his splendid speech. I was in-
terested in that, because I like o read of
North-West members making splendid
speeches, T have no pretentions to that sort
of thing, and so I do not look for any ap-
probation, and consequently do not feel
aggrieved when I fail to get it. But here
we have a North-West member who
positively makes splendid speeches. I
read the speech and found that the gen-
tleman strongly buttered up the present
Government, and so far lost respect for
himself as to malign his own party.
So my opinion of the splendid speech was
rather a different one. The member was
satisfied that the present Government were
not to blame for not having brought in a
Redistribution of Seats Bill. It is an extra-
ordinary attitude for him to take.  One
would think that he had been away from the
conntry for a few years. Anyhow that par-
ticular member is safe and snug in his seat
for the next six years and evidently docs
not much mind what he savs, but it is stranze
that he should select a party that he is
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supposed to support about whom to make
a statement that is not borne out by faet.
The Government he referred to did bring
down a Redistribution of Seats Bill. That
is well known to every member who was
in the House at the time. They forced that
Bill to a divisien, but with the generous
opposition of our Labour friends and the
help of one or two of our own party, the
Bill was defeated. ! am surprised that any
member or supposed member of the party
should make a statement like that whick
was positively untrue.

The Minister for Mines :
member to whom vou refer?

Mr, TEESDALE: I am allowed to say no
more than that he is a member of another
place. There is no doubt about that par-
ticular Bill having been brought in. I have
an extract from an Eastern paper that
reads:—

A redistribution of seats was not among the
measures outlined by the Westralian Labour

Ministry in commencing the last session. This
means that Westralian Labour now supports

Who is the

“an arrangement of boundaries which it fur-

iously dencunced when introduced by the late
Frank Wilson and which, in the course of 15
years, has grown a hundred times worse. It
means that a party professing to believe in
the one-vote-one-value principle aetunally stands
for giving poldfields votes fifteen fimes the
value of metropolitan votes.

The extract concludes, “We thought better
of Collier and Angwin.”

Mr. Marshall: Any fool can write elo-
quently of something about which he knows
nothing.

The Minister for Lands: That paragraph
came from this State.

Mr. TEESDALE: The final comment
should go a long way towards appeasing
the member for Murchison who is getting
a little eross—*“We thought better of Col-
lier and Angwin.”

The Minister for Mines: That mnst have
appeared in a Victorian paper.

Mr. TEESDALE: I do not think it was
a Vietorian paper.

The Minister for Mines: I think it was.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: The Lahour
Leader over there made a hotter speech on
redistribution.

The Minister for Mines: But the Premier
of Vietoria refuses to resign.

Mr. TEESDALF: The Premier in his
Budget gave us very little explanatory mat-
ter. Therefore I have contented myself
with dealing with a few questions that have
appeared on the Notiee Paper. One of those
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questions is the extension of the Council
franchize. When the present Premier last
asked for a more liberal franehise for the
Upper House, I supported him because |
thought there would be no great harm in
showing a little more liberality. But T have
had good grounds lately for regretting that
action, and I shall take particular care that
s0 long as I am in the House it will not
happen again. This is not on account of
any charge that might be levelled against
the present Government, but because we have
in another State such extraordinary illus-
trations of extreme legislation that one is
fearful of even contemplating the State be-
ing left at the mercy of one House. I am
now convinced that no further pickets
should be taken off the Council fence. The
spaces are already quite wide enough.
When we find a man holding the honour-
able position of Premier in another State
positively lying to secure an addition of
members to the Upper House in order to
ensurc the passage of extreme legisla-
tion

T'he Minister for Lands: You eannot say
that.

Mr. TEESDALE: It makes a man who
tries to be fair become nervous of a State
Ieft in the position of the whole of its in-
terests being in the hands of such a person.

The Minister for Lands: You ecannot say
that. Do not make sueh statements unless
yon know them to be correct.

Hon. G. Taylor: Perhaps the Minister
does not wish to know it.

The Minister for Lands: T would not say
that of anyone,

Mr. TEESDALE: The increase of mem-
hers of the Upper House in that State was
arranzed in order to jockey through legisin-
tion that otherwise eould not possibly have
been passed. Tt was a fitting return fov
that =ort of husiness when that particular
Premier was sold by the very hirelings he
bribed to help him. Tt was n splendid re-
turn. He got hold of men who were =¢
unserapulous that they positively sold him.

Hon. . He could not expect
niuch less.

Mr. Marshall: Yo, seeing that the member
for Mt Margaret twisted on one or two
occaslons and that similar characters were
appointed over there.

Mr. TEESDALE: T have come to one ov
two conclusions lately and I shall endeavour
to adhere to them. While I remain in this
Hou<e T shall not give the slightest consid-

Taxlor :
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eration to any proposal for an extensiun
of the franchise until the Labour Party rid
their institution of wen like Walsh and
Johansen, who have been received back intu
the fold. Those men are now the respected
president and secrctary respectively of two
of the largest unions in the other State:.
What an extraordinary position for those
men to oceupy! Jusi a few months ayo
they were being decried and vilied from
one end of the State to the other, and in
that campaign against them T nssisted, The
position was so extraordinary that in this
House 1 have been accused by a Labour
member of Dbelonging to a party that
positively bribed those men to keep up
the deportation business ; yet we find
those men occupying responsible posi-
tions to-day. I have the greatest respect
for the real, genuine, first-class untonism
that I knew when T first began to take an
interest in matters affecting the State, but
to-day that unionism is being rotted by al-
lowing scoundrels, aliens and blow-ins (o
come lere and help ruin men who otherwize
would do their best to be fair and straight-
forward. I pass now to a more pleasant
subject by speaking of my own district.
It is hardly necessary to say that the eree-
tion of a jetty at the port of Beadon has
cansed a perfect transformation in the dis-
trict. The activity and the tremendous ad-
vantage resulting from that jetty is almost
incredible. Where formerly it cost 5s. per
head to lighter a sheep two miles and put
it on a steamer, on top of which a freight
of 4s. per head was charged, we can now
drive the sheep over the Jesity at a charge
of 134d. or 2d per head without loss of time.
When there iz a drought and we want to
get stock to market, and the roads are closed
on aceount of the dronght, we can put them
on a boat, and if they are only forward
stores when shipped, we can gef a decent
price, where otherwise they wounld have been
left in the district to starve. During the
financial year 1925.26 we had more tonnage
through that port. where two years agu
anly o few lucgers entered, than Broome
had. That may surprise some people. The
tonnage was only a little short of that han-
dled at Carnarvon. In the 12 monihs 104
vessels of a combined tonnage of 280,062
tons unloaded at Beadon; 8,000 tons of goa.
eral eargo and 8,350 bales of wool were
handled: nearly 20,000 sheep were shipped
ontward and 3,700 sheep, mostly valuable
stud stock, were received inward. Those
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are figures that cannot be beaten by any
port on the coast; yet two vears ago Beadon
was little more than a sand waste withour
u serap of fimber or anything that would
enable one to go on or come off a steamer.
This is due to the DMilehell Govern-
ment having recognized the elaims of the
distriet as one of the oldesi in the North-
West, a district that never had had decent
Jetty facilities. To-day it has this splendid
record, and members should bear in min:d
that the 20,000 sheep shipped from the port
would probably be lying dead in the pad-
docks but for the fucilities to send them
away, The jetty at Beadon is, perhaps,
unequalled anywhere in Australia. Not
only has the jetty proved a great boon ww
the pastoralisis and to tlie general publie,
but it has given mining a fillip, whieh is
very important.

The Minister for Lands: You do not give
the present Covernment credit for their
assistance,

Mr. TEESDALE: I have always rceog-
nised that the present Government honour-
ably fulfilled their obligations which weve a
sort of legacy from the previeus (overn-
ment. The jetty has enabled lead ore fo be
shipped at a reasonable rate and that has
ereated eonsiderable aetivity in the distriet.
At present e or six lead lodes are heing
worked, and in three or four instances they
are being worked hy miners with their own
money, which is very creditable.

The Minister for Tands: Do vou think
the jetty or the inerease in the price of lead
is responsible for that?

Mr. TEESDALT: The cost of putting a
ton of lead on hoard steamer previons to
the evection of the jetty was something like
30s. and now T helieve it is only ahout 3s.
The price of lead 15 not whollv responsible
for that activitv. No matter what the price
of lead was, it eould not previously he
handled profitably on aceount of the great
expense of carting it to the beach and light-
ering it to the ship. Evervore will be glad
to know that the ore is of verv good quality.
The last two or three lots that were shipped
tn Antwerp gave a return of 92 per cent
extraction. and in one instance ap fo 20 ozs.
of silver. The Government advanced some
money for the Rraeside mines and a group
of men are now sinking shafts in that
distriet. Tt is a pity that their attention
was not directed to the opportunities offer-
ing in mv distriet. T did not neglect to hring
those opportunities nnder their notice, he-
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cause it would have been betier to spend the
money at a place where a 3-ton truck of
lead ore could be put on the steamer in
three hours, rather than at Braeside, which
enfails the expense of long carting.

My, Marshall: The (Government are ren-
dering certain assistance there. All that has
been applied for has been given.

Mr. TEESDALE: I am glad to hear all
that. As the member for the district, T have
not the slightest information as {o one
farthing having gone up there.

Mr. Marshall: They have not applied for
a subsidy of any kind.

Mr. TEESDALE: I was ansked to recom-
mend a party, and I did so. 1 had no idea
anything had been done. 1t is satisfactory
to know something has been done. The port
of Beadon may in the future he an important
fastor in regavd to shipping lead cre from
the State. 1t is of first-class value, and
contains a higher percentage of silver than
perhaps any of the Northampton ore. 1t
has my hest wishes for its suceess. T wish
to speak now about Cossack, its derelict
jetty, and its 40 vear old transport arrange-
ment, The people there are still strugeling
along as well as they can. There has been
one of the most dicastrous dronghts in this
distriet that has heen known for vears
When a little rain fails in the North seme
people jump to the conclusion that the
drought has broken, and that the whole eoun-
try is under water. NWo doubt there have
heen good seasons in the Kimberlevs and
parts of the Onslow distriet, but within 100
miles of Roebourne the eountry has never
heen in a worse condition. Stoek is dying
hy thonsands. Owners of stations say thev
have never experienged sunch a had time.
They have to go sometimes 100 miles away
with their steck tn order to get feed for
them. When it does rain up there, no coun-
try is so reruperative as this is. TIn less than
two months of a really gnod dewnpour the
erass is all over the place, and within six
months it is waist hich. Ton-dax the country
i= harren. On top of all this there is the
derelict jottv, and the fart that zoods eost
from 25s, to A0s. per ton more than they
did. Members ean imagine how hard it i=
for nastoralists, especially those who have
not previouslv had good times. These peonle
have my svmpathy. There has heen a little
Tlick there inasmueh as a few patehes of
shell have again heen worked. which were
worked when T first went up to the North.
("nssack was then the headqnarters of the
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pearking lleet. Broome had no standing.
There used to be four or five big schooners
manned with 20 or 30 men, and a big fleet of
luggers travelling backwards and forwards.
The couniry was flowing with money. When
beer was 40s. a dozen men set up bottles like
nine-pins and bowled at them with other
bottles. To-day things are very different.
The jetty is down., Everything is dearer,
and pastoralists are buying as little as pos-
sible. This disastrous drought is worse than
anything of its kind in Australia. The
eonditions are in contradistinetion to the
suceess attached to the port of Beadon and
neighbouring ports. A pumber of luggers
are working satisfactorily as far as Onslow.
L think the owners are satisfied.  The
price of shell is now very low. It 1s
costing more to put shell on the decks of
logzers than the owners can sell it for in
Broome.  Because of this, the principal
industry of the North is experiencing
the worst time in its history. In 1924
when the Cessack jetty was in existence,
there passed over it 6,000 bales of wool, 454
tons of eargo. and 7,700 head of stoek. In
1926 there passed over it 2,226 bales of
wool, 200 tons of eargo, and 786 head of
stoek. This shows that the inward and out-
ward cargoes were reduced by 100 per eent.
in two years, owing to the disaster to the
jetty. 1 do not see the slichtest chance of
any alleviation of the trouble until the Gov-
ernmenf can see some wayv of having the
goods and passengers landed more cheaply
and with greater ease. I had a letter from
an clector asking me to look into the ques-
tion of sandalwood. There are some fine
patehes of sandalwood running right through
the back country. This particular indi-
vidual wrote to the Government on the snb-
ject, and received from the Forests Depart-
ment the following letter dated the 30th
Maw, 1926:—

Your letter dated 25th April addressed to
the Hon. P. Collier was handed to me by the
Premicer prior to his departore for Melbounrne.
T am directed to inform vou that the presence
of quantities of sandalwood in the North-West
has not been overlooked during the comsidera-
tion of the confrol of the export trade of this
commodity, Investigations show that a steady
output and fair prices can only be maintained
by restricting the quantity exporied annually
from Crown land. Such restrictions have re-
sulted in the number of old sandalwood getters
employed in the industry being limited, and
any move in the dircction of sandalwood pull-
ing in the North-West must inevitably result
in the number being still further redueed, and
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such action is not considered at the present
time in the best interests of the State.

1 have heard most impassioned orations
from members now sitting on the other side
of the House as to the unfortunate prospec-
tors in their electorates who at intervals
were able te pull a little sandalwood io eke
ont a net {oo prosperous existence. There
are also prospectors in the North who would
like to get & litile sandalwood, but are not
allowed to because it interferes with the old
sandalwood gefters down here.

The Minister for Lands: What is the date
of that letter?

Mr. TEESDALE: May 20th of this year.
It is sizned by Mr. 8. L. Kessell, Conserva-
tor of Forests.

The Minister for Tands: It may have
come in after the amangement was made.

Mr. TEESDALE: 1 could not help think-
ing of the tremendous outery that oeccurred
in the House when the Mitchell sandal-
wood Bill was going through. Many friends
of mine on the other side of the House
became incoberent with exeitement and in-
dignation at this extraordinarily unjust
measure. e do nof hear muel aboutf it
now since the pullers have been receiving
£15 of £16 a ton instend of £5 or £6.
This iz not hard for them to take. We
do not read indignant ictters in the papers
such as we used to sece. 1 am pleased
that the pullers have found a market
for the sandalwood roots, and that they
are getting these pood prices. T think it
was during the regime of the Mitehell Gov-
ernment that a market was found for the
roots. This has proved a wonderfu! advan-
tace, heeanse certain individuals in the
Xorth are now able to make quite a good
thing out of roots that weré once deemed fo
be valueless. T am glad that the Govern-
ment during the year have received £47,000
out of sandalwood. It is pleasing to know
that stocks are being rapidly reduced.

The Minister for Lands: There is a rood
deal at Fremantle now.

Mr. TEESDALE: T used to he troubled
abont the size of the stocks of sandalwood” at
Fremantle.

The Minister for Lands: There are hix
stocks still at the end of the wharf.

Mr. TEESDALE: I used to wonder
whether the Government had made a mis-
take in reducinz the ounfpui. but according
to the Forests Department stocks are now
heing reduced every dax. T have just as
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mueh enthusiasm about cotton to-day as I
ever had, or as 1 had when I went to Queens-
land at my own expense. I made inquiries
in that State which resulted in a good deal
of cotton being grown in Western Austra-
_lia. The crop may not have been large, but
it was satisfactory from the point of view
of values. We received first prize on two
oceasions for eotton grown in the North-
‘West. I persuaded the then Premier to en-
gage an expert, who took a lot of trouble
and seleeted grounds up there. In one ease
he was not very fortunate, bacause a mis-
take was made in the location. Not much
money was involved in the experiment. If
pothing more is lost in the North through
experiments on tropieal agrienlture, it will
not be a very serious matter for anyone.
T am glad the Governmeat are going on with
the work of valuing blocks. I am assured
by the Minister that this work is being done,
and it will not he long before the pub-
lic have an opportunity to take up the
land. T trust that the delay which occurred
from the very beginning has not caused those
who were anxious to embark upon the in-
dustry to change their minds. As soon as
these blocks are ready I think some move
will be made in the direction of giving the
industry a better trial. I shall do my best
to interest a group of people in the Old
Country, just as I did before when the pro-
ject was terminated by the seathing and un-
true statements that were made by a certain
gentleman.  This man is now discredited
throughout Australia, and is but a small
potato in the 0ld Conntry. He is diseredited
in Queensland, and very few people have any
time for him. He did this State a lot of
barm. I refer to Colonel Evans. I am not
afraid to mention his name. We had a first-
elas~ scheme on foof. At the psychological
moment a bomb shell which appeared in the
“Morning Post,” to the effect that Colonel
Evans deelared that the boll worm existed
in the North-West, put an end to the nego-
tiations. There were a lot of boll worms
about at that time, some of them in the house
where that gentleman was living when he
made the report. I received a cable-
gram from London reading, “Owing to
adverse Teport in ‘Morning Post’ all
negotiations off.”  Only 24 hours pre-
viously T had received a message asking
what amount of money was necessary and
what acreage 1 proposed to put under eulti-
vation. Although the industry has not yet
proved a suceess here, Weitern Austra-

lians are broadminded encugh to recogmise
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what a spendid success it is in Queensland.
In that State the cotton industry bas saved
the position for bundreds of small men.
Where there has been a total failure of other
crops, there have been nice little cheques for
cotton, Simiiarly, the Queensland dairy far-
mer has been saved by ratoon eotton. Many
agrieulturists in Queensland have bad
cheques for £150 and £200 as their returns
from cotton erops, whereas otherwise they
would not have had a shilling. Let us bear
in mind that eotton is required not enly for
wearing materials but also for wunitions.

The Minister for Lands: The other day
1 was asked for a bale to be sent to Sydney.

Mr, TEESDALE: I am indeed glad to
hear it, Some time or other there may pos-
sibly be another world struggle, and i
would be a most serious thing for us if the
conirol of cotton, which is necessary for the
manufacture of gun cotton were in the
hands of a particular nation. That nation
was doing its best at one time to cripple
Britain in her supplies of votton. For-

tunately, lLowever, greed conguered pat-
riotism and the nation sold Britain
enough cotton Lo go on with. As an

illustration of the success of this Australian
industry, let me mention that a Sydney firm,
who have erected an expensive spinning
mill, are forwarding supplies of knitting
wool to retailers bere and in other States
at 50 per cent. helow the cost of the im-
ported article—to my mind a highly satis-
factory state of affairs. The retailers have u
flat rate at which to sell. The firm in ques-
tion are determined not to allow chopping
and changing about in prices, as the result
of that is to cut the sale of the article to
pieees. They bave fixed a retail price whieh
allows the retailer 50 per ceni. profit and
still 1s 25 per cent. helow the cost of the im-
ported artiele. Recently there was in Perth
a magnificent show of towels made by Aus-
tralians from Queensland cotton. The towels
were on view at a large drapery store, and
T went oul of my way to get the “Western
Mail” to publish a photograph of the windo'y
as a splendid example of the success of at
any rate one Australian manufacturing in-
dustry, an industry which is holding its own
and is likel¥ to become of great importance.
The firm guarantee that two pairs of their
Australian eotton trousers will outlast three
pairs of any other hrand sold at the same

price, and these are the first cotton
trousers made in Australia.  Indeed, the
firm have poblished a challenge to
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that eflect in the Press, Lf 1 ecouid
wear coiton trousers, 1 would buy two pairs
of that firm’s make {o-morrow morning. One
other matter I have to bring forward does
not, unfortunately, give cause for satisfae-
tion. I refer to the project to establish fish
chilling works at Shark Bay. During
the absence of the member for Gas-
coyne (Mr. Angelo} 1 looked after his
clectors, as he looks after mine when
I am away. I was as pleased to he
able to do something for him as he is to do
something for me. The result of our joint
efforts has been to establish on the coast a
little industry which eventually may prove of
reat importance, but I am sorry to say that
not much eredit attaches to the Ministry in
the matter. The member for Gascoyne ap-
proached the Government with a view to
getting a little assistance for the project.
In this he was not successful. When I took
the matier up, in his absence, 1 was
asked te introduce a deputation to Mr.
Drew; and I did so. The people interested
and I subsequently mei the Chief Inspector
of Fisheries, and afterwards the Gov-
ernmeni consulted the manager of the
Wyndbam Meat Works, Those two gentle-
men made a report on the scheme. Later a
cold storage engineer was ealled in to advise.
Thus there was quoite a gathering of emin-
ent men to pass opinions on the projeet.
Everything seemed to be going righi. The
owner of a first-class shelling plant, inelud-
ing engine, trawls, boats and luggers,
roughly estimated by the inspector of
fisheries at Shark Bay to be worth
£1,230, offered to mortgage that pro-
perty to the Government as security for an
ultimate advance of about £1,700. All the
infuiries made resulted satisfactorily. The
tovernment were permitted to revise the
list of spare parts and to increase the stock
of ammonia which the applicant had pre-
pared. 1 went North thinking 1 had
done good work for the member for Gas-
<ovne in his absence. Strange to say, how-
ever, as soon as my back was turned this
hizhly satisfactory scheme seemed to
tumble to the ground. In spite of a pro-
posal heing approved hy the Minister and
his expert advisers, for some reason or
other it was necessary that the matter
should go before some hoard in Barrack-
street.

The Minister for Lands: Blame me for
it. I do not let anvbody else carry my

blunders.

[5%]
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Mr. TEESDALL: The result was most
disappointing. ! do npot thiok a more
legitimate proposal was ever submitted ¢
the Gfovernmeni.

The Minister tor Lands: I did not know
before that vou were in it. However, that
makes no diflerence. 1 turned the proposal
down. .

Mr. TEESDALE: We did not ask the
(Gfovernment to advance £1,700 all at omes,
but by way of eusy payments. After re-
covering from this knock-out, we did not
agnin ¢ommunieate with the Government.
I may mention that it eost the unforfunate
man who approached me in the first in-
stance, £60 to stay in Perth while awaiting
the Covernment's decision. One of the
oflicials concerned said to me, “You can go
away; everything is i good teim; I eannot
tell yon your application is going to be
granted, but I think yvon have a very faic
«hance of getting the thing through” Tlti-
mately we put the proposal before a private
firm, who without making any demur, with-
out indulging in any talk about establisk-
ing an industry for the good of the North,
gave us a plant valued at about £2,000,
subject to a paliry deposit of £100 and

- with easy payments for the balance. It was

splendid treatment. The firm in question
did not ask us for a farthing of seeurity,
nor did they require us to mortgage onr
plant, as we propesed to do when applying
to the Government. The members of th»
firm, who were total strangers to us, had
the conviction that the man meant business
and were completely satisfied with the casa
laid before them. They were strongly im-
pressed with the fact of the man being pra-
pared to put every shilling he bad into the
venture. For some reason somebody in the
Government turned the proposal down.

The Minister for Lands : I turned it
down,

Mr. TEESDALE : In less than seven
weeks from the day the first stick of timber
was put inte the ground, a thousand pounds
weight of prime fish was sent down here—
the bhest fish ever marketed here. They
hrought 734d. per Ib. wholesale.  When
making overtures to the Government, we
rroposed to be bound down in our estimates
to a selling price of 114d. wholesale. That
figure was low for cafching, fishirig, and
chilling fish. However, we accepted the
estimate of 414d., and on the very first ocea-
sion of sending fish down bere we realised
3d. per 1b. more, a total of 7%4d. I am sure
no one will be better pleased to know that
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than the Minister who has just admitted
having turned our proposal down. We have
sent 31,000 pounds’ weight of fish down
here already, and this has made a little
difference to those unforlunates who, be-
cause of the exorbitant prices previously ob-
taining, eorld never purchase any fish.

The Minister for Lands: Who bound you
down to that figure of 414d.%

Mr. TEESDALE: Nobedy.

The Minister for Lands: Who offered the
Government a Heet of boats as security?

Mr. TEESDALE: I thought the Minister
understood that the working plant consisted
of an anxiliary vessel with engine, two
trawls, and hoats.

The Minister for Lands: Those things
were not offered to me as security. I was
merely asked for an advance of £2,000.

Mr. TEESDALE: I am sure the Min-
ister’s colleague will bear out my state-
ments, I am trying to leave the hon.
gentleman a louphole.

The Minister for Lands: I do not want
any loophole.

Mr. TEESDALE: If the Minister’s col-
league tells him the position is as I state,
I am sure he will believe him. It is a
positive fact that those things were to be
mortgaged to the Government, and very
properly too. However, I wish to draw
attention to the splendid treatment we got
from a private firm, in contradistinction to
the treatment given us by the Government,
T would have stopped in Perth for another
fortnight if I had thonght that I was leav-
ing the unfortunate promoter totally desti-
tute of an idea of how to proceed when
suddenly confronted with a notification thai
the Government had turned the mattar
down. However, the scheme is now a great
suceess. Kvery boat brings down from two
to four tons of fish, and these supplies must
make a good deal of difference, putting fish
within the reach of people who otherwise
would never taste it. Originally I insisted
upon the fish being sold to European firms
exclusively; none of it was to be sold to
Greeks. The rejection of the scheme by the
Government tended. naturally enough, to
irritate the man I refer to, and he declared
he wounld have no nationality barred. The
unfortunate result is that Greek firms now
purchase four or five tons of these fish at
a time. I should mention that they put
down their cheques for the fish at 714d.
per 1b. It is a great pity the Government,
when asked to do so, did not see their way
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to help this little norihern industry and thus
afford employment to a number of men.

The Minister for Lands: The Govern-
ment have helped several fishing ventures in
the North.

Mr. TEESDALE: I admit that, and the
previous Government helped too. In this
particular instance I think it was a most
deserving case and one that seemed to be
most honest on the face of it. The man
threw all his cards on the table and in effect
said: “I am ecompletely done. I am a ruined
man if this venture is nof a suceess.” When
a man adopts that attitude and proves his
bona fides, I think hon. members will agree
that he is deserving of suceess and assist-
ance. 1 regret to say that just now the fish
is coming down and is being handed over to
the Greeks. I did all I eould io insist upon
the fish being sent direct to men of our own
calour, because I do not like our own peaple
baving to purchase fish from men of an-
other race who, in my opinion in many in-
stances, should not be allowed to come here.

The Minister for Lands: Your tale this
evening is foreign to me.

Mr. Angelo: But why did you turn it
down? :

MR. BROWN (Pingelly) [10.2]: I did
not intend to speak this evening but there
is a possibility that I shall not be present
in the House next week. I desire to refer
to ome or two matters that I omitted from
my speech on the Address-in-reply. I con-
gratulate the Goveérnment upon having a
surplus of £10,960 for the first time for
many years.

Mr. Angelo: That is merely an estimate.

Mr. BROWN: That is so.

Mr. Angelo: The surplus has not eventu-
ated yet. )

Mr. BROWN: But this is the first time
we have been able to estimate a surplos for
many vears. At the same time I recognise
that the Government have been working
under very favourable conditions. Western
Australia is a country of primary produc-
tion and during the time the Government
have heen in office they have been fortunate
in experiencing good seasons, both as re-
gards wheat and wool, in addition te other
lines as well. As a resnlt our revenue is
increasing. The Government have also been
extremely lucky regarding Federsl grants.
They received £353,000 in one lot, and
£212000 in another loi. No previous Gov-
ernment had the advantage of such grants.
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I understand it is the intention of the Gov-
ernment to devote £200,000 of the Federal
maney to reducing the deficit. In my
opinion the suggestion made by the member
for Katanning {JMr. Thomson) that £200,000
should be placed in a suspense account was
a sound one. We know thai frequently four
or five months before the finaneial year
ends, money allocated for various purposes
becores exhausted. The result is that re-
quests for expenditure of an urgent de-
seription are met by refusals on the score
that the money provided has been spent.
It inoney were placed in a suspense account
so that it could be drawn upen in such eir-
cumstanees, it would be of great advantage
in the country distriets, particularly in a
State like Western Anustralia, which is de-
veloping so rapidly.

Mr. Marshall: It might lead to extrava-
gance.

Mr. BROWN: Perbaps so, but it is worth
trying. I am pleased fo note that the trad-
ing concerns are showing a profit.  The
brickworks, the State hotels, the implement
works, the sawmills and the Wyndham Meat
Works are all showing profits, while the
State guarries and the State Shipping Ser-
viece disclose deficits. The loss on the State
Shipping Service is estimated to amount to
£71,000 during the current year. Despite
that, however, it is estimated that the State
trading concerns as a whole will show =a
loss of £17,142. We reecognise that the
State vessels represent to the North what
the railways mean Lo the South. When a
new railway is constructed in virgin coun-
try, it is not possihle for the line to show a
profit until the land is cleared and put into
a state of productivity. The shipping ser-
vice was established for the purpose of de-
veloping the northern parts of the State.
T understand that a Royal Commission was
to be appointed to ingwire into the condi-
tions obtaining in the North, and negotia-
tions were opened up with the Federal
Government, with what result I do not know.
So far as hon. members are aware, every-
thing is held up for the time being. We
have a wonderful asset in the North-West.
Development is necessary and there must
he espenditure of money. In my opinion
we should get into touch with the Federal
Government as quickly as possible or else
the Royal Commission should be appointed.
Although the trading concerns in most in-
stances show a profit, many of them have a
monopoly. In those circumstances they can
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charge whatever they like and thus be made
to pay. I believe the brickworks have a
monopoly and I do not know that it is de-
sirable.

Mr. Marshall: There is ro monopoly.
You could start brickworks to-morrow.

Mr. BROWN: With the machinery at
the disposal of the Government and the
Government contracts as well, naturally
orders would be diverted to the State works.
It would be impossible for private enter-
prise to work in opposilion under such con-
ditions.

Mr. Latham: The most important point
is that they cannot supply the bricks.

Mr. BROWN: At any rate 1 am pleased
io hear that a profit has beea shown. As
to the Wyndham Meat Works, it is pleasing
io know that the cattle ap mnorth ean be
dealt with there and the products exported
direct, instead of the livestock having to be
brought down south and slanghtered to mcet

the requirements of the metropolitan mar-

ket. 1 nobice that the estimated land tax
revenue amounts to £150,000, showing aun
inercase of £6,170. In view of the buoyant
revenue, the Government propose to reduce
income taxation to the extent of £166,344.
1 do not know whether that is quite wise.
I would sooner see the land tax decrensed
and a reasonable income tax imposed.

The Minisiter for Lands: The farmers do
not pay all the land tax. Over 50 per cent.
of that is paid by the ¢ity people.

Mr, BROWN: I will admit that the res:-
dents of the city pay a tremendous lot of
it, but the fact remains that the land tax
has heen inereased.

The Minister for Lands: To the extent of
a half-penny in the pound.

Mr. BROWN: The Government propose
to deerease the income tax payments.

The Minister for Agriculture: Your eni-
league agreed with the Government's mo-
posal regarding the income tnx. Where de
you stand?

Mr. BROWN : I believe in 2n ineome tax,
and, provided reasonable exempiions are
allowed, the man receiving a fair in-
vome is in a position to pay that tax. How-
ever, the party to which I belong does not
helieve in heavy ineome taxation, If is a
very unpopular tax, and the taxpayers see
nothing in return for it. T am surprised
that the Government propose to reduce the
income taxation. Probably it is good policy
on their part. I wish to say a few words
relating to the various departments. For the
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Edueation Department there is to be an in-
crease of £10,229. That is only a small
amount, becanse many schools will bave to
be built during the coming year, Agawm,
a number of our existing schools are alto-
gether foo small, and a considerable sum
of money ought to be spent in enlarging
them and building others. The propose.
increase will not go very fur. The railway
revenne bas increased by £85,787 and yet
there is only an estimated surplus of £3,000,
The railway service is of paramount impor-
tance to country members. Repeatedly have
1 made requests to the Railway Department
for small improvements, and invariably
have 1 been put off with the ery of “no
tunds.!’ I have a bhardy annual in the rail-
way station at Pingelly. That station was
construcied by the Great Southern Railway
Company and members would be surprised
to see the room in which the staff has {o
work. Visitors from all over Australia
bave greatly adnired the town of Pingelly,
but have deplored the railway station, which
is a disgrace to the department. There .5
no waiting reom for men, and 1 have had
to stand shout in eold rain for half an hour
or more waiting for a belated train. The
ladies’ waiting room is about a chain and
a halt away from the other building; it
has no fireplace and it is virtually only =
dog kennel. If private enterprise were
running the railways, the convenience of the
public would be much better catered for.
We ask, not for an elaborate siation, but
merely for something that will be of con-
venience to the puhlie. T trnst that this
vear the department will be able to give us
a respeetable station. We have no items
here, but only the ageregate awnrount, arvl
so 1 do not know whether or not it is the
intention of the Commissioner of Railways
to do something for the Pingelly station.

The Minister for Lands: We want new
railways hefore new stations.

Mr. BROWN: Still, it is not right to
neelect the people who have borne the heat
and burden of the day in building up estah-
lished distriets.

The Minister for Tands: It were better
to bunild the railway from Kalgarin than
to spend a few thousands on the Pingelly
station.

Mr. BROWNXN: The Pingelly station wonld
cost only a few hundreds. I admit that in
the back country some of our loop lines
are lacking in many conveniences. There
ought to be a platform erected at every
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siding. I have seen old ladies and old
gentlemen find great difficnlty in climbing
up the steps into railway carriages.

flon. G, Taylor: 1| bave had that difi-
culty myself.

Mr. BROWN: Probably under certain
culditions you have. 1 have often wondered
whether it would nut be possible to con-
siract Jor our lines railway carriages with
steps Hike those on the frans-Australian rail-
way. That would allow old people to get
up into the earriages without dilliculty, The
Minister for Lands, I know, says we must
look alter new country and do all we can
to encourage settlement in new distriels, But
that is not aliogether fair, for those who
have built up the seitled districts ought to
have a litlie cunsideration. Take the Nap-
rogin-Dwarda railway: those people waited
14 years for that line, contributing to the
railways all the time.

My, Chesson: Everything comes to thos
who wait,

Mr. BROWN: But in the weantime n
good many die of old age. [ would never
oppose the building of a railway in a new
district; in tact, I would advise the Gov-
ernment to borrow all the money they could
for new railways to open up new country
and encourage settlement. 1 do not wiih
to allade now to the Kalgarin railway, tor
that is to be constructed out of loan funds,
with which we are not dealing at pres-
ent. However, if anybody deserves =«
railway, it is those people out there.
When the land tax was increased we were
told that a proportionate reduction of rail-
way freights would be granted. Probably
railway freights on the high rate goods have
been rednced to the extent of 5s. per tonm,
but who is getting the benefity The Rail-
wav Department are probably losing £20,000
a vear or more by reason of the reduetion,
but the general public are not getting one
pennyworth of henefit.

The Minisler for Mines: Who is getting
it?

Mr. BROWN: The storekeepers. How
can they give the punblic the benefit of a re-
duetion of 55. or 10s. per ton on general
merchandise? We are paying as much as
ever for our goods and the Railwav De-
partment are losing many thousands of
pounds a year,

Hon. (. Tavlor: This is a storekeepers’
Government, is it?

The Minister for Lands: What would voun
advize ns to do-—raise the freights again¥
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Mr. Latbam: Yes, and take off the extra
and tax.

Mr. BROWN : The farmer has to pay his
vates and land tax.

The Minister for Lands: Does not every-
me else?

Mr. BROWN: And the farmer is paying
is much for his goods as are other people.
Where is the benefit to the man on the
and?

The Minister for Lands: What about the
roods they purchase direct?

Mr. BROYWN: Most of the farmers are
'oyal to their own towns. If the Minister
wvent to towns like Reverley, Pingelly and
Narrogin, he would find that the merchants
‘here are eatering for the general public
just as well as are those in the town.

The Minister for Mines: And they are
zetting the advantage?

Mr. BROWN: To a certain extent they
ire. When the reduction of railway freights
represents only 5s. per ton, I should like to
know how it is possible to reduce to the
:onsumer the price of rice or sugar. It is
impossible to do it.

The Minister for Mines: We shall have to
inecrease the freights again.

Mr. BROWN : The land tax, however, has
been passed on to the land owners.

The Minister for Mines: We are not
squealing about the land tax. We are pay-
ing it.

Mr. BROWN: Tt is possible that in the
near future a deputation from my district
will wait on the Minister for Railways with
a request that a metor coach be run from
Brookton to Corrizin. 1 have net mentioned
this matter to the Minister, hut T have
broached it to the Commissioner of Railways,
who said it was a Inxury and the depart-
ment were not in a position to spend £5,000
or £68,000 on a luxury. I maintain that a
motor coach for this line is a necessity. Tf
the deputation ean prove that it will he a
paving proposition te Tun a motor coach
onee a week, the Government shonld see that
the Tenuest is granted. When we get engines
of the richt fvpe for our motor coaches, they
will he a great suceess, On the light lines in
the hack countrv thev would he execedingly
popular. T know it is impossible for the de-
partment to snnply all these wants at once.
At the same time they should realise that
motor coaches have heen a great suceess in
Sonth Australia and in New South Wales,
and why in the name of gondness, T ark, ran-

1597

not we run them suceesstully on our light
lines ?

Mr. Sleeman: They are not a success here,

Mr. BROWNXN: Na, because we have mot
the rizht type of engine, The deputation
will be prepared to produce figures to show
that the estimated number of passengers and
parcels to be earried will make the new ser-
vice a payable proposition, while it will also
be a great convenience to the public, The
Lands Department, the most impottant de-
pariment we have, is to receive an incrense
in its vote of £5,796. The Minister for
Lands, to enconrage settlement, could spend
an oven greater som than is provided over
and above Inst year's expenditure. Western
Auztralia is now beginning to come inta its
own. We have had many visitors from the
Eastern States who have been most favour-
ably impressed by what they have seen here.
Br judicious advertising we should secure
a large influx of people from the RFast.

The Minister for Lands: Where wonld von
get the land for them?

Mr. BROYN: There i3 a cerfain amount
of land still availahle. OQur licht land has
been proved to be profitahle. T could show
the Minister large areas of sandplain conn-
try that in the present wet season are

. prowing pavable crops.

The Minister for Lands: Would vou take
np such land vourself?

Mr. BROWN: Certainiy T would if there
was no other.

The Minister for Lands: You weunld pash
it on to some other man.

Mr. BROWY: T could show the Mini ter
a light land ecrop in my distriet that is
superior to the erops on the rieh land,
simply because the man hLandlinT the land
knows how to farm it. The TDepartmment of
Agriculture is to receive an increase of
£10,706 this wyear. T rejoice that a little
extra monev is heing made availablé for
that department. It is a verv important
department, and we shall have to encoor-
age it for all we are worth. The new
Coallere of Agrienlture should be the mea-s
of educating many voune men to he
practical farmers and should prove a ereat
advertisement for the State. When the
rest of Aunstralia realises the value of the
work at that ecollege, it must prove one of
the hest possible advertizements for the
State. The increase of £10,706, however,
will not go mueh further than the vote of
past years. Under the eontrol of the Min-
ister for T.ands is also the Stoek Depart-
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ment. The economic loss from sheep and
other stock discases is considerable. I give
the departmental officials credit for doing
{lheir best to aseertain the cause of the
sheep disease. At the same time the Gov-
crnment 1uust be prepared to spend a great
deal more money on this investigation.
FProbably they will have to provide betler
taboratories. The officers of the depart-
ment are working hard and I hope that
hefore long they will discover the canse of
the disease from which sheep are dyving.
When we discoss the items I shall have
some remarks to offer on other matters., I
urge the Government not to hesitate when
little requests for the provision of a truck-
ing yard or other facilities that will not
involve great expenditure are made by the
settlers. Such little conveniences should
not be turned down on the plea that funds
are not available. Above all the Govern-
ment should not hesitate to spend a few
pounds to advertise Western Australia in
the other States. I congratulate the Gov-
ernment upon the sound and flourishing
state of the finonces, which I hope will
continue in that state.

Progress reported.

House adjourned at 10.30 p.m.

Aegislative Council,
Tuesduy, 20th October, 1926.
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
p.n., and read prayers,

[COUNCIL.]

ASSENT TO BILLS.

Messaze from the Governor received and
read notifying assent to the following Bills:

1, Married Women’s Proteetion Act

Amendment.
2, Shipping Ordinance Amendment.
3, Co-operative and Provident Societies
Act Amendment.

QUESTIONS (2)—MINE
Relief Fund,

Hon. J. E. DODD asked the Chief Secre-
tary: How mueh money has been contri-
buted o the Mine Workers’ Relief Fund to
the 30th June, 1926, by (a) the employers;
(b) the employees; (c) the Government?

The CHIEF SECRETARY replied: The
contributions made to the Mine Workers'
Relief Fund up to 30th June, 1926, have
been—(a) By the employers, £59,611; (h)
By the employees, £59,470; (¢) By the Gov-
ernment, £66,123.

WORKERS,

State Insurance Claims, etc.

Hon. H. SEDDON asked the Chief Secre-
tary: 1, How many elaims have been made
on the State for mining cmployees (a) on
account of aceidents; {h) under the Third
Schedule, since the inception of State in-
surance? 2, What is the total amount of
compensation paid under each heading? 3,
What amount is still outstanding under
these claims if full eompensaiion is paid?
4, What amount fhas ‘been paid in pre-
miums?

The CHIEF SECRETARY replied: 1,
{a) 272; (b) 14. 2, (a) £2,929 25 11d.;
(b) £174 8s. 9d. 3, The information
is not at present available. 4, Though
premiums are assessed annually, most of the
mining companies arc allowed to pay the
annual preminm in ‘instalments, some
monthly, some quarterly, 5, The annual pre-
mium income from mining companies is
£45938 19s. 7d.,  and the instalments paid
up to date total £18,204 Gs. 24,

NOTICE OF MOTION—CITY
MARKETS.

Order read for the moving of the follow-
ing motion by the Hon. C. F. Baxter:—

That all papers relating to the establish-
ment of city markets be laid on the Table of
the House.



